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The Chairman’s Message 
 

A very warm welcome to our new members. In addition, several Associates transferred back to Full bringing 

our Full membership back to 150. It’s great to see the new players involved in games with those new to 

bowls joining in Club Nights and the more experienced playing in League and Competitions. Sue Dunkerley 

has already bitten the bullet and played in Friendlies and hopefully enjoyed those games and I urge all 

newbies to give it a try.  You’ll find both teams very welcoming, helpful and friendly.  Once you’ve played 

you’ll think ‘What was all the fuss about?’ 

In early June one of our longest serving members, Ray Worsley, celebrated his 90th birthday. Ray and Audray 

have been, along with Ken and Dorothy Worsley (sadly both now deceased), great club members – not just 

here to play and enjoy bowls but to serve the club in any way they could over many years. It’s the past work 

by members such as this that have laid the foundations for the club we enjoy today. Thank you Ray & Audray 

A second celebration this year was celebrated by Tony and Margaret Ford. On 4th July they celebrated their 

Diamond Wedding anniversary. Tony, as you probably know, is a retired professional footballer playing first 

for Bristol City then crossing to the dark side and joining Rovers. Retiring from playing through injury he 

moved into football management with several clubs in the English and Scottish leagues. He finally saw the 

light and switched to bowls where he remains a fiercely competitive sportsman.  Congratulations Tony and 

Margaret.  

I hope you’ve noticed the improved appearance of the metal scoreboards.  We have Jill Player-Bishop to 

thank for that. A great job Jill, thank you very much. 

You will be aware that we are proposing to change the club shirt design and outerwear colour. This will be in 

addition to relaxing the dress code, somewhat, for Club Night, Club Comps and pre- and post-match wear.  

Details will be published shortly and your current clothing may still be worn for some time yet. By now you 

will have selected your preferred shirt and the design favoured by most will be confirmed with Zapkam. The 

Clothing Team can then arrange to have plain coloured samples on site for you to confirm your size before 

ordering. 

We’re about half way through the season and still a lot of games to play before the end of September. 

Individuals and Club teams are still involved in many internal and external competitions and I wish you well in 

these during the second half. Next month we have the PBF Wealth Management Triples Competition and 

details will be published shortly, I’m sure. August sees the National Finals and we already have ODBC 

represented with others, hopefully, who will secure their places soon. Then in September we have, of course, 

our internal competitions Finals Weekend. 

I hope you all continue to enjoy your bowls regardless of the level at which you play. 

Best wishes 

Geoff Cook 
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I have been a member of Olveston Bowls Club for the past 14years and I feel it is an honour to be ask to be 

your Club’s President for this year.  Throughout the season I intend to be supportive to the Club in any way 

that I can.  I know that there are some members who will not know me, so please introduce yourselves to 

me so that I can welcome you to this great Club. 

My charity will be MYAWARE, which deals with the condition Myasthenia, which is not a very well-known 

malady.  

Myasthenia means muscle weakness. It affects the voluntary muscles that let you move but not the 

automatic ones like your heart that you don’t have to think about. Your brain tells your muscles to work, 

but the message doesn’t get through. 

Myaware funds research to help improve treatments and ultimately bring us closer to finding a cure. 

This is a condition very close to home for me, as my husband, Brian, has suffered from Myasthenia for the 

last 4 years.  In his case it has affected his eyes, causing double vision and drooping eyelids. These are 

being keep in check by medication. 

My President’s Day is on July 27th when we will be raising funds for my charity.  All Club members are 

invited to play on this afternoon, just put your name down on in the usual way. 

I wish you all a good and enjoyable season playing at whatever level you are participating, whether it be 

just a friendly game or in more serious matches.    

Thank you 

Margaret Drayton 

 

                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Our President’s Message 

 

 



  

 3 

 

      

 

We now have a fabulous selection of bowling aids thanks to grant funding that Alan Lambourne applied for 

& a generous contribution from Thornbury Lions via club member Kevin Simpson. They are for all members 

to use when playing at the club & are not to be removed from the club premises. 

1x bowling wheelchair, with wheels designed for use only on the green & not general paths/ car park. 

1x blue walker with seat. 3x adjustable walking frame s. 5x adjustable bowling aid sticks with pick up 

wood/jack pickups. 1x launcher. 3x bowling arms various sizes & 1x wheelchair bowling arm. 

Arriving soon will be four sets of bowls covering all zero sizes, engraved ODBC Coaching Woods. A 

lightweight portable ramp has also been purchased to help gain access onto the free, this can be moved 

once used. 

A few members have already enjoyed using some of the bowling aids & our wonderful coaches will be 

invited to try them so they can advise members if wished. Please contact Alan for more information. 

A few points to remember when using bowling aids; please be aware of other bowlers on your rink or 

around the club premises when using equipment. Keep walkers & frames away from the ditch, placing 

them adjacent to avoid tipping into ditch. If there are brakes on walkers make sure they are on when 

stationary & release when pushing, do not sit on seat Walker unless brake is on. Please put bowling aids 

away when you have finished using them, they are stored in the equipment shed, thanks to our 

maintenance team for putting up some fab storage hooks. fab hooks. The bowling arms, blue walker & 

wheelchair are currently stored in the club office/middle changing room. 

Please put bowling aids away when you have finished using them, they are stored in the equipment shed, 

thanks to our maintenance team for putting up some fab storage hooks. The bowling arms, blue walker & 

wheelchair are currently stored in the club office/middle changing room 

As members of Disability Bowls England George Hunter & Alan Lambourne took part in a competition in 

Poole, a great achievement.              

At the end of February, I attended a zoom safeguarding course & am looking at completing a dementia 

course, keep an eye on the noticeboard for details of events & coffee mornings, which I will try to update 

regularly. I am pleased to report that some members who have been unwell are improving & we send best 

wishes to those who may need our support. If you are aware of any member that may require some 

support or are unwell, contact me or a member of the MC, so we are aware. 

With the season well under way, it is encouraging to see members enjoying their bowls. Offering support & 

helpful guidance is always welcome, we’ve all been there. 

“Think Twice Be Nice”  

Welfare and Safeguarding – Jean Lambourne 

Yours Jean 

Jeanielam@msn.com 

07773949161 or 01454 250701 

                                    

mailto:Jeanielam@msn.com
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Thanks to the initiative of Alan Lambourne, over £5,500 has been received in grants to enable the Club to 

provide disabled facilities and purchase on-green specialist equipment, thus allowing those with mobility 

difficulties to continue playing bowls. 

A new mower was purchased for £900 to keep the paddock in check. The honours boards (and the 

anniversary banner – did you notice?) have been updated. 

The Club has sponsored two of our coaches for their level 2 qualification, and on the field of play, there 

have been additions of pushers and scoreboards. 

Over £5,000 has been spent on the surrounding areas: the paving in front of the clubhouse has been 

levelled, and at the far end of the green, the memorial benches are now installed. 

We have negotiated a new 2-year fixed price charge for electricity supplies, and obtained alternative waste 

management and cleaning contracts, whilst water, telecoms and green maintenance have increased in line 

with inflation. 

 

                     

 

Fixtures - Depending when this issue of the Newsletter is published, we will be about half way through 

our programme of friendly and competitive games. I am aware that we have had problems in not only 

having the opposition cancel or change the number of rinks played but, also, not being able to field full 

teams for friendlies ourselves. As a Club, we will have to look into why we are having difficulties putting 

out full teams (or, at least, without having to make last-minute appeals) and what we can do about it in the 

future. 

July and August do bring some of our entertaining Club events, like the Men's and Ladies Captain's Days, 

the President's Day and the Club Tournament. If you have not put your name down on Rink Diary for these 

games yet, then please do so. 

 

Rink Diary - By now, I hope that nearly everybody is happy using Rink Diary. It did suffer a little server-side 

outage earlier in the season which saw me wake up to a deluge of "Is Rink Diary working?" emails. 

Fortunately, it was picked up and resolved by the Rink Diary Team pretty quickly, so minimising any 

disruption. 

If there is anybody who is still unsure about either booking rinks or signing up for games, please get in 

contact with me. I am more than happy to give demos or discuss it at any time. 

 

Communications  

Like any organisation, communications is always one of those areas where you can always do better and 

we are no different. Thanks to everybody who responded to the survey back in May and especially those 

providing useful comments. These comments will be very useful moving forward. One of the biggest 

Fixtures, Rink Diary & Communications 

Treasurer Update – Kevin Dann 
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takeaways from the survey were that people wanted more information and in a more timely manner. I will 

be looking at what we can do, and how, to improve this.  

In the meantime, if you didn't complete the survey and have any feelings on what you like or dislike about 

the way we keep you informed, please let me know. 

And finally, as they used to say... If you saw my email asking for a volunteer to co-ordinate the Weekly 

Report, and were thinking about it, well the position is still open. A volunteer to help with the Club's 

communications would be much appreciated, otherwise we may not be able to bring this to you. 

 

Regards, 

Steven Wharram 

Fixtures Secretary 

Olveston & District Bowling Club 

 

(odbcfixsec@gmail.com) 

(www.bowlsolveston.co.uk)  

              

                                                                                

 

Thanks to all who helped prepare our Club facilities for the 2024 season. We completed some winter tasks, 

splashed a bit of paint around, swept, weeded, pruned, polished, erected, mowed, tined, fixed, cleaned 

and shivered. The efforts made by a whole bunch of members was inspiring especially the few who had 

worked through the winter and led the many who also turned up to help when asked. 

Since the start of the season, the green team have been working hard under John’s leadership to bring the 

green to its usual excellence. It’s obvious that this year more bowling has been seen at Olveston with 

members sometimes having to explore the challenges of the outer rinks when rink space is at a premium. 

Green maintenance and landscape management over the entire facility is a year-round task and we are 

always seeking more members to come along and learn the skills and perhaps become regular members of 

the team. It’s fair to say that you do need to be fairly robust, practical and able to smile when the weather 

gets a bit tough and you would be welcome to chat to John and perhaps join us for a Monday or Friday to 

check us out. 

As for the rest of the facility, the buildings, the internal gubbins, furniture, etc. we continue to try and 

make the facility both work well and enhance the experience for all members. Like all our homes, there is 

always something to be done from mending door locks, scratching our heads over the vagaries of the 

alarm system or bashing nails in. Since the start of the drier weather, we have attempted to paint and 

varnish anything that stands still long enough but nearly always being defeated by the rain so minor 

practical improvements seem to be the most appropriate. One such project was adding some shelves in 

the changing rooms to make spaces for storing the bench cushions. Please, do not just dump them in the 

office/auxiliary changing room but use the shelves. 

                               Maintenance & Facilities Update 

 

                 

 

mailto:odbcfixsec@gmail.com
http://www.bowlsolveston.co.uk/
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Purely for some financial gain, we have changed the cleaning company recently so there may be some 

areas missed or perhaps not properly completed. If you spot a problem, please let me or Geoff Cook know 

so that we can take action. 

Thanks to all our regular team members and please consider joining us either occasionally or more 

regularly by letting me know you’re willing. 

Bob Phillips 

    

          

                                                               

          

 

We began this League season with a NO GAME week!  However, on Wednesday 01 May we played our first 

game, in rather wet conditions, at G.B. Britton and achieved an 8-0 points win.  Our second game at 

Portishead RBL saw us lose 0-8 points.  We then won the next five games 8-0 points each, followed by a 6-2 

points win against Henleaze B and, as at the half-way stage (26 June), we are in 2nd position on 54 points 

behind Portishead RBL who are on 60 points. 

This season, we are playing with a squad of 11 ladies and on this basis, are maintaining a high degree of 

consistency throughout.  Well done each and every one of you in the squad - keep it going, we’re not over 

the finish line yet!   

Of course, this season, we have to play against our B Team who were promoted last year; good luck to them 

in all their games; equally good luck to our C Team who remain in Division 3.  Carolyn and Sam continue to 

encourage and lead their respective League Teams brilliantly. 

 

    

After coming top of Division 2 in 2023, the B Team were promoted to the 1st Division. At the time of writing, we 
are halfway through the season with another 8 games to play. We have a healthy squad of 11 members 
including a couple of new players to the club. We are enjoying the new challenge of playing in the higher league 
and are pleased to have picked up points in some of these matches. We are looking forward to the second half 
of the season now we have found our feet. 

 

 

Ladies League A Team – Jan Lee Cooper 

 

Ladies League B Team & Ladies Friendlies – Carolyn Bovill 
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The season kicked off with a very cold evening at Knowle B.C, where unfortunately we suffered a 0-8 defeat. With 

true resilience we faced our next opponents at home, in the pouring rain and gained our first points, winning 6-2. 

From then on, apart from a game against Bradley Stoke, we continued to gain points, sometimes only losing out by 

less than a handful of shots and are currently mid table.  With the weather finally warming up and only 8 teams in 

the 3rd division, sadly we are over halfway through the fixtures. Well done to all the “lovely” ladies in C team who 

come out fighting each week! Onwards and upwards. 

 

 

 

The ladies have a busy fixture list this season with 22 friendly matches arranged as well as several “Alternative 

Home Fixtures”. These afternoons have proved to be extremely successful and sociable events, and I would 

encourage players of all abilities to continue to sign up for these.  Many friendly matches have been 

oversubscribed, so please bear with us if you are not selected for every game. 

The Ladies Captains Day will be held on 20th August at 2pm where we shall play a little bowls and enjoy a nice tea 
afterwards. Non-playing members are also very welcome to come along.  We will have the usual raffle and Bring 
and Buy Sales with proceeds to my nominated charity Alzheimer’s UK. More details to follow in due course but 
please sign up on the Rink Diary or let either Angela or myself know if you would like attend.   

 

 

After winning the B&D Division 3 at a canter last season, we came into this Division full of hope but without 

expecting too much.  Just past the midway section of the Season, we are currently top of the table in a 2- 

horse race with Keynsham A for the title. 

With another season of experience, our newer members are going from strength to strength and helping 

the Kestrels more seasoned players to win game after game.  After 9 games, we have won 8 and lost 1 – 

that 1 by just 2 shots overall on a tricky green at Ardagh (Canford). 

Fingers crossed that we can keep it going and win our 3rd League Title in 3 years. 

Ladies League C Team – Sam Harper 

Ladies Friendlies – Carolyn Bovill 

Olveston Kestrels – Ian Barton 
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At the half way stage of our second season in the Bristol North East Division 2 the Olveston Falcons are 

currently holding second position in the table 

We have already beaten our closest rivals Page Park and Redland Green once but have slipped up 

occasionally against some of the weaker teams 

Hopefully if we continue to play well in the second half of the season we may be in with a chance of 

promotion to Division 1, so joining Dylan Griffiths Harriers! 

We are always on the lookout for new (or older) talent to playing a friendly but competitive environment 

on Thursday evenings, so please let the manager Rob Galpin know of your interest in playing 

So far this season 25 club members have played for the Falcons 

 

 

 

 

So, the journey continues… 

This is now the third year of South Cots Bs (or the “Squadron” as we have become known) and although it’s 

getting much tougher following two consecutive promotions, we are settling in very well to life in Division 

two with a sharpened competitive edge.   

At the time of writing (two-thirds of the way into the season) we are in second place (out of 7) on shot 

difference which is a meagre FOUR better than Wotton.  

Innovations continue to be introduced and tested: this season the Team Selection Panel is working very 

well and I’m regularly receiving player evaluations from each of the Skips after every game to feed into our 

selection discussions. 

We have continued to try to provide opportunities to aspiring and upcoming players and that too is 

progressing well. 

On the downside, consistency of fielding “settled” pods continues to be a challenge – but we can always 

hope. 

Finally, I am delighted to report that the “fun” element persists and I’m fairly certain that we continue to 

be the only Olveston side with both a song and a drinking toast (“Cam, Egg and Chips!!) in addition to our 

five- foot inflatable dolphin.  

Over and out, 

and may all your bowls be chalked. 

Flipper 

 

 

South Cotswold League B Team - Phil Tellwright 

 

Olveston Falcons – Rob Galpin 
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Half of our 20 games have now been played. So, 10 still to go! 

We have won 7 and lost 2 with 1 having been cancelled. Not too bad a result. 

So far 61 members have put their names down to play.  

Thanks for your support and particularly to those who offered to play last minute when we were short. Also, to those 

who have stood in as Captain for the Day when I have not been available. 

I’m looking forward to the next 10 games and hoping for a 100% winning record!! 

Adrian 

 

 

 

Sunday Friendly fixtures have been very well supported.  With a full programme it is fortunate that only one match 
has been cancelled which was due to bad weather.  It has been good to see some of the newer members joining in 
alongside the regulars. 
 
The competitive but relaxed Sunday games have been enjoyed by all. There is always a welcoming and friendly 
atmosphere.  

 

Angela & Harry 

 

 

Following the damp start to the season, we have eventually been blessed with some fine weather for our friendly 

games. 

I am pleased to say that apart from one or two opposition clubs having to cancel their games due to their inability to 

raise enough players, we have had some most enjoyable games played in the right spirit. 

It is good to welcome some of our newer members to these matches, as this is the best place to gain some necessary 

match experience ready for more competitive bowls in leagues and beyond. 

Coming up over the next couple of months we are hosting some visiting Tour games, which will require us to field a 

full 6 rinks, so please put your name down for these. 

Thank you to all those who help with the setting up of the green and preparing/clearing away the teas. These things 

do not happen by magic, and your support doesn’t go unnoticed. 

My only plea is that, with the introduction of rink diary this year, it would be most helpful if members could maintain 

a discipline of withdrawing their availability from the lists as soon as they are aware of any changes to their 

circumstances, and that members also confirm their selection without delay. 

Thanks 

Kevin 

 

 

Sunday Friendlies – Angela & Harry Greenslade 
 

Saturday Friendlies – Adrian Meads 
 

Midweek Friendlies – Kevin Dann 
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So far this season we have had a few Club Nights rescheduled to an afternoon as the green has been 

needed for Play-on County competitions.  One other was cancelled due to heavy rain but as many were 

there already, we had to make do with a drink from the bar instead. 

Still, Club Nights are as popular as ever and on a few occasions people have had to share a game so 

everyone could play. 

Our Sponsor Nights especially draw in the crowds with George handing out the wine paid for by our 

sponsors to the winning rink.  On top of this, Beattie’s Hotdogs go down a treat so a fun evening is had by 

all. 

Thanks to George and Beattie for their hard work, and to Geoff/George for stepping in when we are on 

holiday or playing comps elsewhere.  Hopefully the sun will keep shining on Monday evenings. 

Yours  

Ian (Badger) and Tricia 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Club Competitions are progressing well. The first few rounds have now been completed and there 
have been some very close matches and some unexpected results. 
 
We would like to ask competitors to help us by completing their score cards properly. Please write the 
name of the competition you are playing clearly at the top of the card and include the date, rink no and 
surnames of the players. If playing singles, then also please include the marker’s name.  
 
We would also like to remind competitors that all games should be completed by the play-by dates of the 
rounds. Any time extensions must be requested and no extensions will be granted unless as a result of 
unforeseen or extenuating circumstances.  
 
We wish you all continued success in your games and look forward to seeing who wins through to the Club 
Competition Finals on 13th, 14th & 15th September. 
 
Enjoy your bowling. 
 
Fran & Chris  
 
 

 

 

The current season finishes on the 14 September and we will be collecting next year’s monies nearer the 

time.  Congratulations to all those lucky members who have already won this year, and good luck to all 

members for the rest of the season. 

 

Monday Night is Club Night 
 

Summer Lotto Bonus Ball 
 

 

Club Competitions – Fran Stockford & Chris Bentley 
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Winners since the last Newsletter are shown below: 

Week 24 – 2 March 24 – No 6 – Ted Mangan 

Week 25 – 9 March 24 – No 43 – Audray Worsley 

Week 26 – 16 March 24 - No 51 – Bob Phillips 

Week 27 – 23 March 24 – No 28 – Di Pleass 

Week 28 – 30 March 24 – No 17 – George McDowall 

Week 29 – 6 April 24 – No 33 – Brian Lee 

Week 30 – 13 April 24 – No 47 – Jan Lee Cooper 

Week 31 – 20 April 24 – No 32 – Alan Tregoning 

Week 32 – 27 April 24 – No 53 – Fran Stockford 

Week 33 – 4 May 24 – No 10 – Steve Pinder 

Week 34 – 11 May 24 – No 22 – Steve Gregory 

Week 35 – 18 May 24 – No 29 – Geoff Cook 

Week 36 – 25 May 24 – No 13 – Derek Severs 

Week 37 – 1 June 24 – No 9 – Roger Bignell 

Week 38 – 8 June 24 – No 59 – Gill Lewis 

Week 39 – 15 June 24 – No 22 – Steve Gregory 

Week 40 – 22 June 24 – No 34 – Tom Ellis 

Ian & Tricia 

 

 

A wet and windy start to the season has seen several cancelled matches and some club nights becoming 

club afternoons has caused a slow start to the bar take. The new Cruz Campo lager seems to be a success, 

outselling Amstel 2 – 1. A visit by the brewery technical engineer helped to improve the delivery of the new 

lager. Some members continue to believe that paying by cash, even when no float is in place, is saving the 

club money. This is not the case. It costs us money and time to manage and process cash. Please just pay 

for what you use by card, regardless of whether it is 50p or £50. The card machines are really simple to use 

so don’t be afraid of them. We will continue to run a cash float on organised matches, both league and 

friendly. The IOU system continues to be available but please use it as an exception not as a rule. If you are 

coming to the club, you may well expect to use the bar, so it does not seem outlandish to expect you to 

pay for what you use when you use it. Only a few members on the rota have not turned up for their 

allocated shifts, but others have been there to cover. Please do check the rota posted by the bar to ensure 

you know whether or not you have a shift and put it in your personal calendar. If you have not yet been 

involved and want to be, then just contact me and we will get you up to speed. It is a really good way to 

meet and talk to lots of members you may not meet on a regular basis. Don’t forget that if you have loose 

change then the President’s Charity Box is on the bar and is a perfect place to get rid of that change! Enjoy 

the rest of the season both bowling and drinking (responsibly!). 

Bar Report – Derek Olive 
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The 2024 Tour Schedule has now been confirmed as follows: 

Friday 30th August: Abbrook Park Bowls Club 

Saturday 31st August: Paignton Bowls Club 

Sunday 1st September: Brixham Bowls Club 

Monday 2nd September: Taunton Dean Bowls Club 

The hotel is The Toorack Hotel, Torquay,  https://www.tlh.co.uk/where-to-stay/tlh-toorak-hotel/,  where 

we have 3 Course Dinner, Bed & Breakfast arranged. 

We will have a buffet lunch on arrival at Abbrook Park Bowls Club and a Cream Tea half way through the 

match. We will have a meal after the match at Taunton Dean Bowls Club. 

Please remember to start saving some pound coins as the Fine Fellow will be fining each and every 

attendee for the most spurious reasons, with all proceeds going to The President’s Charity. 

Thanks 

Derek 

 

 

 

The climate conditions leading up to and for quite a few weeks into the season were very favourable for the 
growing of grass but from a playing point of view made the green very heavy to play on. This was due to 
the continuous rain we had throughout the winter months and well into May. A large area in front of the 
changing rooms was quite often unplayable due to lying water. By early June the green was beginning to 
quicken up and was made even quicker by carrying out a verticut (a verticut removes the blades of grass 
that grow horizontally). However, on reflection the verticut was a bit severe and with the lack of rain 
resulted in a number of dry areas appearing. To counteract this the Toro watering system has been coming 
on nightly over the last week and our green consultant, John Swift, will put a wetting agent on the green 
this week. 
   
Another problem has been occurring regularly over the last few weeks which is causing the balls to lift off 
the green. Players seem to think that this is caused by high spots which they then ask if we have a heavy 
roller which can flatten them. If only it was that easy, in fact they are not humps but hollows caused by the 
thatch collapsing due to a fungus. The result is a bright green circular patch and I estimate there are well 
over a hundred of these across the whole green. At this stage we can only alleviate the problem by infilling 
the hollows with top dressing. A more permanent solution will need to be carried out at the end of the 
season. 
 
Last season we had a major leatherjacket problem which was made worse by the crows and magpies 
digging holes to root them out. There were no chemicals around which could eradicate leatherjackets but a 
new chemical has appeared on the market which claims to reduce the problem. This was applied at the end 
of last year and although we did have some leatherjackets during early June the damage was fairly minimal. 
The green maintenance team will continue to do their best to create a good playing surface throughout the 
season, The team consists of seven regular members with at least two others prepared to step in at short 

2024 Club Tour Update – Derek Olive 

 

 

The Green Report – John Arrowsmith 

 

 

https://www.tlh.co.uk/where-to-stay/tlh-toorak-hotel/
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notice. Ideally, I would like two more regular members and this would give us ample cover for when 
someone is not available. However, I must point out that during the season we start at 8am and out of 
season a lie in is allowed because we start at 8-30am. Therefore, anyone putting their name forward needs 
to be committed to sticking to these times. 
 
John Arrowsmith 
    

 

As many of you will know I am running an EBUA Markers Course at our club this month, which has been 

very well received and is now full. 

Apologies if you were thinking of signing up for this one, but there will be more courses later in the year, 

when the outdoor season is over. 

If you are new to the sport, you may not be familiar with the role of a Marker and why they are so 

important in the game of singles. 

The World Bowls web site has very good ‘Guide to Marking’ section and the opening paragraph of the page 

sums up the importance of the Marker: 

“Marking is an art and like all other arts, takes time to master. The marker is an important official. A 

good marker can ‘make’ a game whilst a bad marker can ruin a game. The players deserve the best 

standards of a marker.” 

If you would like more information about marking a match, I have produced my own handy guide, which is 

too long to put in this newsletter, but if you would like a copy, please email me at the address below. 

Club Umpires Kit 

I have revamped the Umpires Kit and replaced the automatic 30 metre tape with a fast rewind version 

which is safer to use. 

The long string/line measure has also been replaced with a more reliable version also. 

If anyone would like a demonstration of how to use any of the devices in the kit, feel free to catch me next 

time I’m at the club. 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the Laws of the Sport, please feel free to email me at 

tracy2jamie@virginmedia.com 

Jamie Campbell 

                                                                                                                                                                                          

Umpire’s Corner – Jamie Campbell 

 

 

mailto:tracy2jamie@virginmedia.com
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Firstly, I would like to thank fellow Coach, Dave Lewis, for sponsoring some rather nice, red & black jackets 
for the Coaching Team. These certainly help make the Team look very smart and professional, especially on 
those wet and windy early season sessions.  
 
The 2024 season has already been very busy for the coaching team. We kicked off with the annual, Back 2-
Basics Morning, with over 30 Members taking the opportunity to have some early season reminders on 
what a good delivery looks like and getting a few bowls away down the rinks, under the watchful eye of the 
Coaching Team. We have also delivered our 5 Week ODBC Beginners Course, with 26 people attending, 
some of who have been lucky enough to join our Club, some who have gone to other local clubs and many 
more now sat on our waiting list. We invited everyone from the Course back for a further session at the 
end of June, to receive a refresher, ask any questions that may have arisen since the Course and more 
importantly, spend some time with our very own International Umpire, Jamie Campbell, on the finer 
details of the rules and guidance around measuring.  
 
In May we hosted the “Bowls England - Bowls Big Weekend Event” and this again proved very popular, 
with a large number of people attending and giving the sport a try for the first time. As always, members of 
the Coaching Team were on hand to provide an introduction to the sport for all those that attended.  
 
David Wiggall, Chris Blake and myself have also delivered three coaching sessions to the Ladies 
Gloucestershire County, Johns Squad at Painswick Falcon Bowls Club, following a request from the County 
Management Team. The sessions, around Positive Play, Head Reading, Game Management proved very 
popular and we have received some very positive feedback. We hope to find some time to review the plans 
that we drew up for these sessions and see if we can maybe use them at Club level. On top of that there 
have been numerous individual coaching sessions for our Club Members and on that note, I would like to 
remind Club Members that the Coaching Team are here to help you, all you need to do is ask and they will 
do their best to fit in a session with you.  
 
I would like to express my thanks to Alan Lambourne for the incredible amount of work he has undertaken 
to obtain funding and source various items for the Club to aid bowers who may not be as mobile as they 
once were, or those that may have disabilities. This is clearly a huge plus for our Club and the Coaching 
Team, to now be able to offer people the opportunity to extend their days playing the sport and possibly 
introduce others, who may not have thought they could play, the chance. The array of equipment that we 
can now offer is great to see and I know some Members have already made use of some of it – Well Done 
Alan and once again, Thank You!  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the Coaches at the Club, Chris Blake, Trevor Graham, Alan & Jean 
Lambourne, Dave Lewis, Annie Muldoon and Dave Wiggall, who have given up their own time to support 
our events and provide both Members and potential Members their help and advice.   
 

Ken Tudor  

Club Coaching Co-Ordinator  
“Coach Bowls” Level 2 Qualified 
 
 

 

              

Coaching Update – Ken Tudor 
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As you will see from Section 4 of the Club’s Constitution as set out in your Club Handbook, four club 

members are nominated by the Management Committee to act as Trustees of the Club and the members 

so nominated are appointed by the membership at an Annual General Meeting. 

The Role of the appointed Trustees is essentially to seek to ensure that the Club’s Affairs, the Club’s Assets 

and Finances, which are legally vested in the Trustees, are properly and efficiently administered by the 

Management Committee on behalf of the Membership. 

The Trustees carry a specific Duty of Care for all aspects of the running of the Club and they must, at all times, 

remain conscious of and maintain an overview of the actions of your Management Committee and, when 

deemed necessary, highlight and address any concerns they might have with any aspect of the actions or 

the performance of the Management Committee. 

Thankfully, as a long-time serving Trustee of your Club, I can say on behalf of my fellow Trustees namely 

David Gledhill, Ian Barton and Rob Galpin that we have been required to act regarding any concerns we 

might have had about the Administration of the Club on only a few occasions in the past. 

Jim Ritchie For and on behalf of the Trustees 

 

We, the Trustees (Jim Ritchie, David Gledhill & Ian Barton) would like to thank Janice Leach for her service 

to the Club as a Trustee but as Janice has now stepped down, the MC has appointed Rob Galpin as the 

fourth Trustee.  Jim, David and Ian would like to welcome Rob in joining them as a Trustee of ODBC. 

       

 

 

External Competitions 

Exter  

                            
 

Congratulations 

 

 

The Role of The Trustees 

 

 

Congratulations to Alan 

Tregoning, Ken Tudor, Ian Gauld 

and Mike Humphries on 

winning the County Senior 

Fours which means they have 

qualified for Leamington and 

the Nationals!  
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Thank you to the Men that attended Captain’s Day on Saturday 6th July. The format of the day was to have 

fun and wear something bright! A BIG thank you also to Beattie and Jan Arrowsmith for the hot dogs and 

Derek Olive for doing the bar. Below are some photos from the event.  

 

Thanks 

 

Nigel 

    

  

       

        

Men’s Captain’s Day 
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And Finally………. Some of our Visitors. 

 

 

We have had some feather 

friends pay us a visit in recent 

weeks. Whilst the ducks flew in 

whilst games were going on the 

peacocks just walked through the 

open gate! 

From The Editor - Nigel 

 

 

Many Thanks to all those who have submitted articles for this Newsletter. If there is anything you would like to 

see which has not been included then please let me know and we can see if we can include them in the next 

one.  

In the coming weeks and months we have President’s Day, Ladies Captain’s Day, the Club Tournament, the 

Club Tour, Finals Weekend and hopefully some more success in external competitions and with our League 

teams. It’s a busy time! 

 


