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The Chairman’s Message 
 

 

Well, that’s another season over in the blink of an eye. 
 
A season where we experienced prolonged rain and extreme heat. 
 
A season where we welcomed 7 new full members and 2 associates. A couple were 
experienced bowlers but most were beginners. All have integrated quickly, playing in games 
to suit their ability. There are some beginners that, after a few weeks, were showing signs of 
developing into good players and all will improve even more next season. Above all I hope 
they enjoy being part of this club. 
 
It was also a season where we dispatched 18 players, in 6 competitions, to the Bowls England 
National Finals as Gloucestershire County Champions. A fantastic representation from our 
club – 12% of full members. Some had wins but sadly no silverware came home with them 
but they were playing the best of the best from the other English Counties and they should be 
proud of their achievements. The club is!  
 
That, of course, is just one part of the club honours this year and I assume the newsletter will 
list the others. We will, of course, read out the full list at the AGM. 
 
Nigel has posted the Posts nomination sheets on the noticeboard in the corridor and already 
members are adding their names. But there are still blank spaces and there is always room for 
more than one name per post so if you’re interested in doing your bit for the club then, 
please, add your name. 
 
This brings to an end my 10th year at the club and looking back I’ve held posts for 8 of them – 
Membership Secretary, Midweek Captain, Sunday Captain, Vice Chairman and, of course, 
Chairman. I’ve decided to step down as Chairman at the AGM where we will elect my 
successor and others. I will of course give the next Chair Person a handover and support until 
they feel comfortable in the role. If you ever get comfortable that is. 
 
Thank you for your support over the last 3 years. 
 
See you at the AGM on 2nd November. 
 
Geoff Cook 
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I have really enjoyed my time as President. I have supported as many members as possible 

throughout the season and in doing so, I have watched some very good bowling in a range 

of competitions. 

I wish to say a very big thank you to everyone who has supported my charity and was 

amazed and grateful to be able to send off a cheque for £1500 to Myaware. 

I would like to wish Rob Galpin all the best for his year as President and I am sure the Club 

Members will give him as much support as they have given me. 

Once again, thank you on an enjoyable term as Club President. 

Thank you 

Margaret Drayton 
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Dear Friends 
I am writing to you having just been enjoying some September sunshine in my garden. 
I hope you all have also made the most of our ‘summer’ whether bowling, with family, 
 friends or personal time. 
 
Please take a moment to think of members & their families who have faced loss of a  
loved one, illness or difficulties… we offer care to everyone & as a club support each  
other all year round, not all members wish to share but they will be in our thoughts.  
It has been encouraging to see members using some of the bowling aids that are available  
 to use at the club, with positive comments & renewed confidence. We also welcomed the 
Stroke rehabilitation group along for a few sessions with Alan. 
 
Our newer bowlers have taken an active part throughout the season & we look forward to  
seeing them at short-mat or Cribbage, a great opportunity to keep in touch during the 
winter, especially if you’re not playing indoor bowling. 
 
Hopefully nearer Christmas (sorry) we will have a Winter Coffee & Chat, ideas & offers of 
cake welcome, date to be confirmed. A Traditional Board & Games evening has been 
suggested for the new year, dust those games out of the loft!  
 
If there are any winter events you would like to attend but have difficulty getting there, 
please let me know so we can help. 
 
Please take care during the winter months as there may be ongoing maintenance work. 
As I have mentioned before I completed a Safeguarding course, various courses are available  
to members via Coach bowls website or contact me if would like more information.  
All safeguarding matters are treated with strict confidentiality, please contact myself or a  
member of the management committee, if you have any concerns or need to talk, have a 
coffee. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you during the closed season. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Jean Lambourne  
Safeguarding / Welfare Officer 
jeanielam@msn.com 
07773949161                          
01454 250701 

 

 

Welfare and Safeguarding – Jean Lambourne 
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Looking back on this season we have obtained grants for the expenditure on various forms of equipment 

for the disabled, the terrace paving has been levelled and the memorial benches installed.  

A magnificent sum of £1500 was raised for the President’s Charity. 

The 2024 Tour to Torquay was most enjoyable and we already look forward to a repeat visit in 2025. 

The weather has been somewhat unkind to us, requiring the awnings to be replaced, but on the bright 

side, the green was watered naturally.  

We have entertained 3 touring sides, and had some fun social events. 

So, another outdoor playing season draws to a close, but the Club finances are an all year-round activity. 

The Lotto Bonus Ball continues its next 12-month term and deposits for the 2025 Tour have been received. 

 Our Presentation Evening is organised in October, which will celebrate the successes in our Club 

competitions. External competition entries for 2025 are already being collected and collated.  

The Short Mat sessions will also resume. 

The major activity in the close season will of course be the work to replace the rink edging on two sides of 

the green.  

And before you know where you are, the Club Membership renewal and competition entries for next 

season will be hitting your in-boxes, and a new Club shirt will be in your kit bag….. 

A detailed set of Accounts will be presented at the AGM in November. 

 

 

                     

 

Fixtures - In addition to the different leagues that we enter as a Club, and the multiple internal and 
external competitions open to both individuals and teams, we run a full programme of friendly fixtures for 
both Lady-only teams and Mixed teams, as well as a couple of Men-only events. I hope that everybody who 
has played in any of these fixtures, has enjoyed themselves. I would like to thank the organising Captains 
for each of these as I know they put in a lot of effort to ensure we can put out teams each week. I am 
already preparing the programme for next year and hope that it is as full as previous years. 
 
Rink Diary - I continue to receive positive comments from people, so I am happy that we took the decision, 
as a Club, to invest in Rink Diary. I appreciate that there are many 'nice to haves' that people keep 
suggesting but I feel that it is what it is now. However, I will keep feeding back your thoughts and ideas to 
the Rink Diary Team and you never know. 
As before, if there is anybody who is unsure about either booking rinks or signing up for games, please get 
in touch with me. I am more than happy to give demos or discuss it at any time. Obviously, I will repeat my 
demos at the beginning of next season for anybody who wants one. 
 
 
 

Fixtures, Rink Diary & Communications 

Treasurer Update – Kevin Dann 
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Communications - Thanks to everybody who completed the survey earlier this year. All of your thoughts 
and comments have been read and given consideration. We will see how we can address some of these 
points during the closed season. One thing that would really help is somebody who was prepared to spend 
a little time each week, collating league and competition results that could be fed back to the members. If 
you feel that you could help out with this, please get in touch.  
 
Regards, 

Steven Wharram 

Fixtures Secretary/Comms Officer 

Olveston & District Bowling Club 

 

(odbcfixsec@gmail.com) 

(www.bowlsolveston.co.uk)  

 

              

                                                                                

 

The 2024 season has been a challenging one for the small but perfectly formed facilities team. Numbers 

have been reduced on a number of occasions mainly due to a lack of fitness of team members and many 

outstanding jobs have been limited by the weather. Unfortunately, it is impossible to paint or apply 

preservative to external surfaces when the rain is lashing down as it seemed to every Monday and Friday 

morning. However, we have completed some tasks and others have been started and will be finished as 

soon as weather allows. 

You will notice a great improvement made to accessing the equipment shed and following the very 

picturesque remake by Trevor Williams a couple of coats of varnish were applied to both the external and 

internal surfaces. As the doors are invariably left open whilst play is under way this has made a huge 

difference to the look of the utility area between the clubhouse and changing rooms. This upgrade has also 

been helped by the remodelling and refurbishment of the external notice boards.  

As we have seen in previous years many comments have been received about the colourful flower tubs and 

border shrubs that significantly enhance the whole look of the club and make it such a wonderful place to 

spend some time. The club is lucky to have a number of people who work extremely hard throughout the 

season not only to transport and plant the flower tubs but to tend them throughout the season whilst 

others spend a great deal of time trimming, weeding, hedge cutting and generally titivating both the green 

boundary but also the paddock perimeter. Very like the green, without constant attention, the whole 

facility will very quickly become a place we may not like to be and all members enjoyment would be 

significantly reduced. 

Many small but essential tasks have been completed throughout the season that most members would 

probably not be aware of, things like changing door locks, mending clocks, adjusting gates and regular 

tinkering with the alarm and dishwashers. However, I’m sure all members will be aware of the need to 

manage the removal of detritus and a bit like the washing basket at home a magic fairy (elf) usually spends 

                               Maintenance & Facilities Update 
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the first hour of every Monday and Friday squashing cans, emptying bins and transporting at least a 

thousand empty bottles to the bins at the far end of the sports club. He can be easily recognised as he 

wears a multi-coloured uniform and pulls a green trolley. 

As many will be aware, we have engaged a contractor to replace the edging wall on two sides of the green 

and their work will start in November. If the weather is kind, all construction work should be completed 

within a month. Whilst the work is progressing, we may have to consider some access difficulties and I will 

attempt to keep you well informed if diversions or closures must be made. If you are attending an event at 

the club during November and possibly early December, please take care especially at night and follow the 

marked routes. I will give more details as we get nearer the start date. 

Prior to the contract work, the Maintenance team and other members will need to strip the current walls 

and ditches and box-in the irrigation heads so I will be making a call for some help later this month, 

When the contract work is complete, I will be calling for more help to finish the project with installation of 

top boards, artificial grass and painting the outside surface. We are planning to continue other projects 

throughout the closed season some inside the buildings and others outside when weather permits and at 

times will need to call for additional support.   

Thank you to all who contribute time to looking after our facility and if any members would like to be involved, 

please contact me or any of the MC at any time. 

Bob Phillips 

    

          

                                                               

          

 

We’ve finished this season in 3rd place only 4 points behind Kingswood + Hanham in 2nd place.  The winners 

were Portishead RBL A with 104 points, sadly too many (i.e. 13) ahead of us.  As reported in the earlier 

Newsletter update, we had started the season strongly; however, we had mixed results in the latter part of 

the season. 

This season, with a squad of 11 ladies, it was possible to maintain a high degree of consistency throughout, 

and only on one occasion did we have to ‘borrow’ players from the B Team, this being when our first match 

against Page A had to be re-scheduled from the original Wednesday evening date to a Thursday afternoon.  

Thank you and well done each and every one of you who contributed to our season!   

Ladies League A Team – Jan Lee Cooper 
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At the end of the season, the teams relegated were G.B. Britton and Redland Green, both Clubs having fewer 

ladies able/willing to play League games leading them to struggle somewhat in Division 1.  The two teams 

being promoted out of Division 2 are Canford and Portishead RBL B.  This means that there will now be three 

Clubs having an A and a B Team in Division 1 next season, namely Henleaze, Portishead RBL and ourselves.  

Our C Team remain in Division 3.  Well done to both Carolyn and Sam for their commitment to ensuring the 

smooth running of our Ladies’ League Teams. 

The Trophy and Shield we won last season will be returned at the yet-to-be-arranged BLL AGM; these were 

both on display at the recent Ladies’ League end of season event held in the Graham Ellis Pavilion which was 

attended by 24 of our players.  The date of this year’s BLL AGM will be circulated when known. 

Thank you for all your support over the season; have a good winter and see you next year! 

 

    

The B Team ended their first season in the 1st Division in 7th place. We had some tough games but were 

pleased to take points from some of the top teams, particularly Portishead (winners).  

It looked likely that we might be demoted with one game to go however we had a great match against 

Kingswood & Hanham, beating them on both rinks. There was a nail biting wait that evening in the 

clubhouse whilst we waited for other results to come in but fortunately we had done enough to remain in 

Division 1.  

In September, league players from the A, B and C teams celebrated the end of the season with an American 
Supper in the clubhouse. There were some very tasty dishes of food and a wonderful evening enjoyed by all 

               

 

As the weather heated up so did the competition! Game after game we gained at least 2 points, but the 
elusive 8 stayed just beyond our reach. We finally finishing in 6th position. Onwards and Upwards! 

 

 

Ladies League C Team – Sam Harper 

Ladies League B Team & Ladies Friendlies – Carolyn Bovill 

Many thanks to all the 

Ladies of the 3rd team and 

to Sue S and Christine F 

who played in 2 of our 

Friday games.   

Sam x 
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The ladies have had another very enjoyable season with 21 friendly matches and 7 Alternative Fixtures 

being played.  With 59 members there was always good support for these matches. The Alternative Fixtures 

continued to be well attended and are a great way for new members to gain the confidence and experience 

of playing matches.  

We did have some fun though and the Captains’ Day was held on a sunny day in August. The theme this 

year was “Flower Power” and we were delighted to see how much effort the ladies put into their outfits. 

The winner for “Best Outfit” went to Tracy Campbell (see photo). The afternoon began with a Spider (won 

by Liz Ellis) followed by 30 ladies competing in a game of Killer. This was finally won by Jan Lee Cooper.  

Several ex-members were invited who joined us for a catch up and a wonderful afternoon cream tea 

provided by some of our talented bakers. During the afternoon we ran a Bring & Buy Stall, clothes sale, 

raffle and an auction. We raised a fantastic amount of almost £700 for Alzheimer's Society that afternoon, 

which together with the book sales throughout the season reached £725. Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to the wonderful afternoon.  

Carolyn and Angela 

 

 

Ladies Captains Report – Carolyn Bovill & Angela Greenslade 
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Well, what another excellent season for the Kestrels. 
 
Our 5th Championship in the last 6 seasons but, this one makes a little bit of history for our club as we 
have never had two teams in the top tier of the Men's Bristol & District League before - indeed no other 
club has had 2 teams in the Top Division at the same time, certainly not in recent History! 
 
We used a total of 26 players this season so a big well done to everyone who played a part in achieving this 
success - if you don't play as a team you won't win as a team. 
 
 

 

First of all, thanks to all Olveston members for making yourselves available for Tuesday nights, keeping rink 

diary up to date (with small nudges now and then 😊 ) has made my life a lot easier to get teams out on 
time to give Phil Tellwright time to pick his team. 
 
Well, we finished 4th this season two places down from 2nd last year, this was only by 6 points though so I 
see this as another successful season. Unfortunately, I won’t be putting my name down for the 2025 
season as after 2 years as captain it feels right to let someone else take this opportunity on. It really is a 
fantastic league and would advise anyone who loves league bowls to give this a go! It gives members a 
chance to play against different teams outside of Bristol. 
 
I want to thank Phil Tellwright (SCLB manager) for the support when I have needed to replace someone 
dropping out at last minute and also congratulate him on 3 straight promotion’s and now into the SCL 
Division one, a huge achievement! This does mean that we will have our A and B sides in the same division. 
Finally, if you are thinking about putting your name down for a team in the 2025 season, I highly 
recommend the Tuesday’s. It’s a great starting point with great support from the other teams in the 
league. 
 
Thanks 
 
Joe 
 

 

 

 

Just a short note to confirm that my current time as manager of S Cots B has come to an end and I shall be 
standing down.  I took this decision in the early part of the season which has just ended.  Although running 
the side has been a great privilege and a huge amount of fun which has in turn contributed to very good 
results on the green, I feel that I have taken the team as far as I am able.  Change can be a good thing, and 
there is now a wonderful opportunity for someone to step up to the plate and take this fantastic side 
forward.  I hope to continue to play for S Cots Bs (assuming that they continue to play) and I shall be more 
than happy to help anyone to settle in and learn the ropes if it’s necessary. 
 
Please see the track record of the first three years of S. Cots B below…. 
 

South Cotswold League B Team - Phil Tellwright 

 

South Cotswold League A Team – Joe Hardwick 

Olveston Kestrels – Ian Barton 
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South Cotswold B Team 

Three Year Performance Summary  
324 Squadron   "Cambusters" 

 

Season 2022 2023 2024 Total 

Division 4 3 2 - 

Sorties flown 10 12 12 34 

Won 10 9 7 26 

Lost - 2 5 7 

Drawn - 1 - 1 

Points 88 81 69 238 

Shots for 619 601 652 1872 

Shots against -380  -499 -570 -1449 

Shot difference 239  102  82  423  

Position in Division Champions Runners Up Runners Up  
Outcome Promoted Promoted Promoted (tbc)  
Total number of Aircrew used - - - 40 

Prize Money won & paid to ODBC £150.00 £120.00 £175.00 £445.00 
 
     

Thanks to everyone who participated and supported.  It’s been simply brilliant. 
 

and may all your bowls be chalked… 
 
Flipper 
 

 
 

 

 

So, the season has finished and we played 17 of the 20 games on the fixture list. 

87 members have put their names down to play during the year which is a good representation from them. 

In terms of results we have won 9, lost 6 and drawn 2. Three matches were cancelled – only 1 by us. All in all a good 

year.  

From me, thanks for your support and particularly to those who offered to play last minute when we were short and 

to those who played for the opposition when they couldn’t field enough players. Also, to those who have stood in as 

Captain for the Day when I have not been available. 

I hope you all enjoyed playing even if you were not selected in your preferred position!! 

Adrian 

 

 

Saturday Friendlies – Adrian Meads 
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Sunday Friendlies were very well supported this season. 23 games were scheduled. 3 games were cancelled and on 

several occasions we supplied the opposition with ODBC players. All the games were played in good spirit and we 

won more than we lost.  

We would like to thank all the Captain’s of the day and the reliable regulars who helped get the rinks and 

refreshments ready. Thank you also to all the players new and old who helped to make it a very enjoyable season.  

Angela & Harry 

 

 
 
 

This season we have had a few club nights switched to an afternoon to accommodate county comps play-
on dates.  Although the afternoons were well supported, the evenings were most popular by far, especially 
on a sponsor night & when the sun shined, indeed on many occasions members had to share a game. 
 
Many thanks to George for sorting the sponsor evenings and to Geoff for filling in when we weren't 
available, & of course to Beattie for doing the Hot dogs. 
 
Many thanks 
 

Ian (Badger) and Tricia 

 

 

 

Lotto Bonus Ball Winners (since last Newsletter) 
 
Week 41 – 29 June – No 6 – Ted Mangan 
Week 42 – 6 Jul – No 13 – Derek Severs 
Week 43 – 13 Jul – No 59 – Gill Lewis 
Week 44 – 20 Jul – No 44 – Bob Borland 
Week 45 – 27 Jul – No 58 – Jacky Roberts 
Week 46 – 3 Aug – No 7 – Tracy Campbell 
Week 47 – 10 Aug – No 12 – Janet Arrowsmith 
Week 48 – 17 Aug – No 49 – Derek Olive 
Week 49 – 24 Aug – No 45 – Dave Lewis 
Week 50 – 31 Aug – No 54 – Tony Iles 
Week 51 – 7 Sept – No 2 – Beattie Fensome 
Week 52 – 14 Sept – No 54 – Tony Iles 
 
The new yearly/annual season started on the 5th October.  Many thanks to all those who take part. 
 
Good luck. 
 
Tricia & Ian 
 

Monday Night is Club Night 
 

Summer Lotto Bonus Ball 
 

 

Sunday Friendlies – Angela & Harry Greenslade 
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Business has picked up since the slow start to the season and Aberavon exceeded their last visit with close to £1000 

spent over the bar – a new record for one day’s trading! Sponsorship from The Computer Store has also ensured a 

hearty bar spend over Finals Weekend – my thanks to Dave Lewis. 

The shift rota has been pretty successful this year with only a few no shows. Next year will see members who have 

joined the club in the last 18 months included on the draft rota for the first time. Note that we work on 

“Conscription” rather than “Volunteering” as experience shows there are never enough volunteers! What is 

important, however, is that if you do get the email saying you have a shift, then please do feel free to contact me and 

ask to be taken off if you just do not want to do it; no questions asked! 

Every staffed bar session is a training opportunity, so just turn up and ask whoever is on the bar to show you the 

ropes. Don’t panic over the date allotted. If you are happy to help but can’t make the allotted date then just swap 

with someone else. You don’t need to contact me, just make sure the shift is covered! 

I have been asked to explain the IOU system at the AGM and will do so with some humour, so make sure you come 

along to enjoy the show! 

Several technical issues have occurred and been resolved this year, and we have installed a Wi-Fi system to monitor 

the cellar temperature and enable remote control of the air conditioning to save energy. 

Even if you are not part of the bar team, do feel free to spend 5 minutes wiping down the bar and bar trays when you 

are in the club house. Cloths are normally available by the sink under the bar – if not then then clean ones can be 

found on the shelf to the left just inside the cellar door. It continues to be a source of pride that our bar is open 

whenever the club house is open and many visiting clubs express their surprise that we are able to make this happen 

and keeping it clean between organised shifts is a real bonus. 

We continue to ask you to pay by card if possible and not to leave cash in the till. It really is easier and cheaper for us 

than managing cash; however, we will still provide cash floats for league games, club events and friendlies. As an 

example, a 50p card transaction for crisps costs us 1.5p which is covered in the price charged and there is nothing 

else we have to do! 

Enjoy the winter and any bowls you play, either at TIBC or Short Mat, and I look forward to seeing you all again next 

year as I relieve you of your hard-earned money (via card of course)! 

Thanks 

Derek 

   

 

For many of you who move from grass to carpet at this time of the year, I thought I would set you a quiz 
regarding some of the differences between outdoor and indoor bowls. 
 

1. Although the minimum and maximum lengths for an indoor and outdoor green are the same, there 
are differences in the rink width and side boundary measurements, do you know what they are? 

2. Whenever I officiate at a club who have an indoor and outdoor green (or an outdoor synthetic 
green), there are two tools in my Umpires kit I have to dust off specifically to measure this item, can 
you think what that may be? 

3. As most indoor leagues have ‘timed sessions’, with a bell sounding the start and finish of the match, 
you will probably know that you must finish the end in progress when the bell rings, but do you 
know what constitutes the start of play in that end? 

Umpire’s Corner – Jamie Campbell 

 

 

Bar Report – Derek Olive 
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4. A situation that occurs regularly when playing indoors, is bowls from neighbouring rinks colliding. If 
this happens, what does the Law say you must do with the two bowls, if they were bowled at the 
same time on a bias that would return them to their rinks of play? 

5. There are very helpful markings on the indoor carpet to help centre the Jack and assist in gauging 
the length it has been cast. 
Unfortunately, the ‘T’ is the one that usually causes the most problems when setting the Jack on it. 
In the diagrams below, which one of the three settings for the Jack is correct. 
 
 

T   T   T
ą 

 
2M  A   B   C 
 
Ć 
 

 
 
 

If you fancy having a go at the quiz, I have a couple of white spray chalks for the first two people who email 
me with the most correct and concise answers to: tracy2jamie@virginmedia.com 
 
Best of luck! 
 
Jamie Campbell 
                                                                                                                                                                                          

       

 

As you are aware I spent a great deal of time in applying and raising money through grants and donations, 

so that I could equipe the club with several differing bowling aids. 

To date I have raised £5,647.61 and have spent £ 5,418.97. Leaving at present £228.64    

This was achieved with the grateful donations from the following, 

Sports England Lottery Funding - Boost Charitable Trust - Thornbury Lions. 

As you can see, I have reframed from using Disability Bowling Aids as the equipment will help obviously 

people with disabilities, but also and importantly, able bodied people who are suffering from restrictions 

whether permanent or temporary.  

Already using the equipment, I’m delighted to say, an outside group of people who I’ve been working with 

on a Friday every couple of weeks, through the later part of the season. These people are recovering from 

Stroke symptoms and will be returning next year with an earlier start. 

They are so grateful for what the club has offered them and so love our facilities and location.  

In all aspects this is a well-deserved and a pat on the back for our club. 

Also, some of our very own club members are now regularly using parts of the equipment. 

Disability Bowls – Alan Lambourne 

 

 

FRONT DITCH 

mailto:tracy2jamie@virginmedia.com
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I have had one 2-hour session with one club member who tried out the bowls launcher (pusher) and the 

bowls arm extension, of which he picked up the use of very well. 

So, don’t be shy, stubborn, embarrassed or suffer in silence, give me a call for help and we can arrange a 

one-to-one session to suit and try things out. 

Also don’t forget, part of the equipment includes all the zero sized woods for you to try if you’re now 

suffering with grip issues. 

There is however a major rule, under no circumstances is any of the equipment to leave the club 

premises!  

This equipment as part of the grant applications and the reason for me to set up, is that the equipment is 

also available to visiting team players to use if required and for fellow bowls players to arrange with me to 

come and try before they buy whether for themselves or their clubs.   

With the help of Steve Warran, the equipment and its uses will be advertised through the bowls counties of 

Gloucestershire and Bristol. There will be an article placed in the local paper also advertising the equipment 

and what the club can now offer.  

All this was part of the rules in receiving the grant money and will be well policed. 

During the closed season a ramp is to be built outside the main changing room doors, where you step 

down, extending the area fully out to the green bank and slopping to the sides. 

Going forward I still intend to raise more money, with my shopping list prioritising on a Mobile Hearing 

Loop system for the club and a normal folding wheelchair.    

We can now proudly say Olveston is a fully inclusive club which can also benefit us in the future when 

applying for more sizable grants for bigger projects.  

Easyfundraising App. 

To date we only have 41 members signed up and have raised £257.09 of which £97.61 has been paid with 

£150.97 pending approval. 

This first season’s membership has been a learning curve and has the potential of earning a lot of money 

for the club. We could do with a lot more members joining. Remember it doesn’t cost you anything and no 

banking or personal info taken except your email address which is used to marry up with the Olveston 

bowls donation site. 

Please speak to me for help/advise 

Please consider if you buy anything on line, especially if you buy your Holidays, flights, hotel stays, car & 

house insurance (these are where you get generally the bigger payouts) then you can help the Olveston 

cause. 

But on compare sites don’t wonder in and out checking from the site, as you will lose your link and any 

donations. Do your homework first so that you know what you’re going for, then enter Easyfundraising App 

and type in the company or compare site you want and carry out your order or purchase.  
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This year more members entered the Club Competitions than ever before so there were more games to be 

played and consequently more pressure on rink bookings especially in the evenings. The problem was solved 

by having longer play-by times in the early rounds. The competition rounds progressed well with only a few 

minor issues caused mainly by adverse weather conditions. 

 

On Club Finals weekend the sun shone, the sky was blue and there was some thrilling bowling by the 

competitors. There was a very good turnout of spectators who enjoyed Jan & Beattie’s freshly prepared rolls 

and delicious homemade cakes, together with a free drink courtesy of David Lewis & The Computer Store. 

There were also many helpers who very kindly assisted with marking, scoring, equipment, the bar and 

anything else that was needed. 

 

After their competitions, the competitors had their photos taken by Nigel. The winners photos will be placed 

in the Trophy Cabinet in front of the relevant trophies. 

 

The Champion of Champions game on the following Thursday evening was won by Paul Bryant and was also 

very well supported. 

 

The Club Presentation Evening will be at the Club on Friday, 25th October, 7.00 for 7.30pm start and all 

members are welcome to come along for some bread and cheese and a drink before the presentations start. 

Please don’t forget to let Nigel know if you are coming (by 18th October at the latest) for catering purposes. 

 

Fran Stockford & Chris Bentley  

 

 

                  

Club Competitions – Fran Stockford & Chris Bentley 
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Well, 2024 has been quite a year in external competitions for our members. If you cast your mind back to late 

August, we had competitors at the National Finals for five consecutive days – another first for ODBC. There were 

some great bowls, some good results and some disappointing ones but, overall, our representatives can be proud of 

their achievements. Seeing our Club represented on the National stage is fantastic and I’m sure everyone involved, 

either playing or watching, would say the experience is like nothing else.  

Rachel Winter-Alsop, Christine Bradley, Paul Bryant, and Robert Smith won through seven rounds to reach the 

National quarterfinals of the National mixed-fours which had an initial entry of 609 teams. Robert also reached the 

Area Final of the National champion of champions singles but suffered defeat at that stage. 

In the Gloucestershire Championships, Joe Hardwick won the Two Bowl Singles, Joe and John Smallwood won the 

Pairs and we did the double in the Senior Fours with Mike Humphries, Ken Tudor, Alan Tregoning, and Ian Gauld 

winning the men’s and Gill Hall, Fran Stockford, Jan Lee Cooper, and Sue Latham winning the women’s. 

Unfortunately, Lawrence Oliver, Ian Curtis, Ken Tudor, and Alan Tregoning lost the final of the Fours to the last bowl 

of the match. Additionally, John Smallwood won the Two Bowl Champion of Champions Singles Competition giving 

us another double. 

 The finals of the City and County of Bristol Association competitions were played at GB Britton, where we really did 

excel ourselves with representatives in the Finals of the Men’s singles, pairs, triples (both finalists), and fours and 

also in the women’s pairs – a commanding achievement by all concerned and really shows our strength in the Bristol 

area. Fran Stockford and Jan Lee Cooper won the women’s Pairs; Paul Bryant won the Singles; the men’s Pairs was 

postponed due to weather and so Joe Hardwick and Paul will have to wait to play that next May. In the all-ODBC 

Triples final, Joe Hardwick, Dave Wiggall and Chris Blake beat Jack Drysdale, Tony Iles, and Aan Lambourne and in the 

Fours, Jack Drysdale, Chris Bentley, Paul Bryant, and Robert Smith won.       

In the North-East Bristol League competitions, we continued our strong performance. We had three of the four semi-

finalists in the Pairs and the Fours, with others in the semi-finals of the Singles competitions. The Final of the pairs 

saw another all-ODBC tie with John Smallwood and Dave Wiggall eventually overcoming Lawrence Oliver and Jack 

Drysdale whilst in the Fours Kevin Shellard, Kevin Corcoran, Nobby Clark and Ian Curtis were, sadly, defeated. 

Ten titles brought back to Old Down, well done everyone.     

In the Club side Competitions, the women’s Top Club entry lost their second game and the men’s B entry lost their 

first game – for many this was their first match in this type of competition and so the experience will have done 

them good for the future. The men’s Top Club A entry reached the Area semi-final but came unstuck at home.  A 

similar result against the same opponents was suffered in the area quarter-final of the men’s Club Two Fours. In the 

Tony Allcock (mixed O60 double rink) our two entries had to play each other with the winners then progressing as 

far as the Area semi-final. 

In Gloucestershire County matches, despite some early issues around selections that led to the elected Team 

Manager resigning, both men’s Two Rink entries reached the quarter-final stage where they unfortunately met 

defeat, and in the County Challenge Cup, we were knocked out in the Section semi-final.  

Finally, and certainly not least, our men have retained the City & County of Bristol Club Championship (Clarence 

Davey Trophy) for the fourth consecutive year, well done to everyone who played their part in that win. 

2025 Roll of Honour 

GBA men’s Two Bowl Singles Championship Winner: Joe Hardwick 

GBA men’s Pairs Championship Winners: Joe Hardwick, John Smallwood 

GBA women’s Senior Fours Championship Winners: Gill Hall, Fran Stockford, Jan Lee Cooper, Sue Latham 

External Competitions Fran Stockford & Ian Gauld 
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GBA men’s Senior Fours Championship Winners: Mike Humphries, Ken Tudor, Alan Tregoning, Ian Gauld 

GBA Men’s Fours Championship Finalists: Lawrence Oliver, Ian Curtis, Ken Tudor, Alan Tregoning 

GBA men’s Two Bowl Champion of Champions Singles winner: John Smallwood 

CCBBA men’s Singles Winner: Paul Bryant 

CCBBA women’s Pairs Winners: Fran Stockford, Jan Lee Cooper 

CCBBA men’s Pairs [tbc]: Joe Hardwick, Paul Bryant 

CCBBA Triples Winners Joe Hardwick, Dave Wiggall, Chris Blake 

CCBBA Fours Winners: Jack Drysdale, Chris Bentley, Paul Bryant, Rob Smith  

CCBBA Triples Finalists: Jack Drysdale, Tony Iles, Alan Lambourne 

NEBBL Pairs Winners: Dave Wiggall, John Smallwood 

NEBBL Pairs Finalists: Lawrence Oliver, Jack Drysdale 

NEBBL Fours Finalists: Kevin Shellard, Kevin Corcoran, Nobby Clark, Ian Curtis 

CCBBA Inter-Club Championship Winners 
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The All-day Triples Tournament Sponsored by PBF Wealth Management 

Saturday 10th August 2024 

We're very pleased to report on another successful and enjoyable day of bowling when the sun shone 

down on us and from 9.00am to 5.30pm it was bowls, bowls, bowls!  It is very rewarding to get 63 

members turning up (some at 8.30am) and being able to be part of this event that has held such an 

interest for at least 10 years.   

In amongst the chaos there were 20 teams battling it out for a place in the final, studying fixtures and 

league tables and hopefully enjoying the challenge and the taking part was the winner.   

However, it is a tournament with a trophy and this year we were pleased to present it to Ian Barton, Mary 

Grant and Steve Gregory.   

We can't thank everyone enough for taking part and going the distance as well as all of those that helped 

on the day to make it a great success.  

Bowling, drinking, eating, catching up with friends and watching bowls for over 8 hours!   

It hardly gets better than that.  

Margaret Drayton and Chris Bentley 

 

All Day Club Triples Tournament – Margaret & Chris 
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Some 45 members enjoyed a very successful bowls tour over the long weekend of 30th August to 2nd 

September thanks to Derek Olive and his organisation skills. Whilst staying in Torquay our first day 

included a stop at Abbrook Bowling Club who looked after us with lunch and a cream tea at the 

break. On day 2 after a lazy start to the day we visited Paignton Torbay Bowling Club. That was also a 

fun and interesting time. On day 3 it was a nice visit to Brixham Bowling Club who again looked after 

us very well. All too soon it was time to travel home but not before a stop at Taunton Dean Bowling 

Club. For once the weather did not behave, but after a quick run for cover we managed to finish the 

game and have a nice meal afterwards. A big thanks to Derek and the day Captains of Roger Houston, 

Kevin Dann and Nigel Cloke. All the Clubs we visited made us feel very welcome and with the 2025 

tour heading back to Torquay there may be some familiar greens being played on. Below is a 

selection of photos taken over the weekend.  

Our Club Tour – Torquay 2024 
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And so we come to the end of a bumper edition of our Club Newsletter 2 Wide 2 Heavy. I hope you’ve 
enjoyed reading it and looking at the photos. Many Thanks to all those who have contributed an article. 

Bring on 2025! 

Nigel                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

And Finally…….. 
 

 


