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The Chairman’s Message

It is hard to believe we have come to the end of another season. That said the new one technically starts next weekend
following our AGM where we will see some new faces on the Management Committee and as Managers in both the
Ladies and Men’s leagues.

We are all aware that our Club would not run or be as successful without the help of a significant number of members
be it on or off the green.

The Green Team probably fall into both those categories and they put in a considerable amount of time and effort
getting the green into a good shape to play on. Admittedly as John has put in his article it has been challenging at times
and the weather and bugs have a lot to do with that. We have as you know now entered into a contract with Avon
Sports Maintenance who come with a good local reputation for improving greens.

Our Maintenance and Facilities Team are also high up on the list of helpers we cannot do without. They provide both
essential maintenance and also undertake improvements which all helps to take our Club forward. Trevor Williams is
also doing a splendid job with the new arbours. Special thanks must go to Bob Phillips who has stood down as Facilities
Manager after many years although thankfully he will still be there helping the other members of the group.

We also cannot do without our Catering Team led by Brenda, Beattie and Jan Arrowsmith along with many others
helping during our many events and matches. | know we all appreciate Beattie’s hot dogs at Club night and the burgers
towards the end of the season were also a welcome addition. | am always amazed at Jan’s planning and preparation of
80+ meals when we have touring teams visit. Brenda keeps the kitchen running and does all the shopping to keep
everything stocked up. She is also the SME when it comes to deep cleans!

To our Team Mangers thank you for doing the selection and all you do. League and friendly matches would not happen
without you. | know you all enjoy the thrill of finding late replacements when someone’s availability changes.

To our Comp Secs thank you for arranging our internal competitions and finals weekend and also those that sort out
our team and individual entries for external comps. These are all vital parts of the game.

To our Coaches thank you for your help in trying to make us all better players.

To Angela and Steve thank you for sorting out the membership and fixtures respectively. Also, Steves new weekly
updates have been a great asset in communicating what is going on.

Derek, our Bar Manager has once again excelled himself in keeping us well hydrated. | know your new deputy Jon
Sharp has contributed as well. Thank you also to all members who have done a shift or two behind the bar.

George is doing an excellent job with our sponsors and we have seen Pedro several times on the green this year which
is nice to see.

Finally, to those who have joined me on the Management Committee this year a BIG THANK YOU. Each month
meetings seem to get longer but we have a lot to sort out and discuss and your efforts in keeping me sane are most
welcome.

Shall we do it again next year!
Thanks Everyone

Nigel
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Our President’s Message

Congratulations to everyone who entered the various club competitions which culminated
in a great finals weekend although slightly disrupted by the weather.

Again, congratulations to the various teams and individuals who had a successful season
bringing home the accustomed silverware.

The final figure raised for my chosen charity Coeliac UK are still being totted up. Over £800
was raised on Presidents Day which with other contributions from the Tour, Spider, Charity
Box and bottles of gluten free beer will take the total well into four figures. Many thanks to
everyone who has helped or contributed throughout the season.

Unfortunately, | was unable to participate in many matches or support the various teams
because of my hip operation earlier in the year.

| wish everyone a good close season and we all eagerly await the opening day of the 2026
season next April. | am sure everyone will be as supportive to lan Curtis who is our next
President.

Rob

YA
coeliacuk

live well gluten free




Welfare and Safeguarding — Jean Lambourne

Dear Friends

Join me in offering all our love & support to members who have lost a loved one, family
member, are unwell or have personal challenges.

As mentioned before we reintroduced mentors for our new & existing members, | have had
positive responses from members & mentors. Moving forward any feedback is welcome on
what you would like from a mentor & how we can accommodate everyone. Please let me
know if this service would be helpful for you or know of a member that may benefit a
mentor.

One of my targets is to try & be inclusive for everyone, dementia was in my last newsletter
& | would like to thank everyone for their understanding around the club & during matches
for members who need support, | know it is appreciated by family members. We are
working towards supporting the hearing-impaired members & | have had help for members
looking at ways to communicate on the green for those also with a speech impairment, this
has been exciting, it is still in progress & we look forward to sharing it with you. If there is a
specific condition you would like me to help with, let me know & | will do my best, | will
always be here to support you where | can, in confidence.

Keep a look out for the next coffee morning, hopefully before Christmas, these are always a
great way to catch up over the winter months as not all of us play indoors or short mat,
everyone welcome.

Well, that season went by quickly & I’'m now enjoying a well-deserved holiday.
Thank you for your kindness & support

With love Jean x

07773949161

01454 250701

jeanielam@msn.com




Fixtures, Rink Diary & Communications

Fixtures - | thought | would address a question that often pops up in one form or another.
“Why don’t we play so and so?” or “Can we play more of these type of games?” During the
season, we play about 95 friendly games. The majority are now mixed with some men-only
and some lady-only games. | appreciate that there are people who would like more rinks
played or more men-only or lady-only games, unfortunately it is not that easy to change.
Most clubs are not as fortunate to have the number of members that we do, nor the same
mix of men and ladies. Most clubs’ fixture lists are set, and they probably play about 95% of
their fixtures year after year, as we do. Trying to get an extra game with a club is usually
difficult to do as they do not have the capacity to play more, put out more rinks or free up
more days. The world of bowls club friendlies is a delicate little eco-system and it needs to

be treated respectively.

At the end of each season, | do ask for feedback from our friendly captains. | do try to use
this information to shape the games for the following year but, often, it is not possible to
change very much.

So, | hope that you will appreciate that while | try to accommodate your wishes regarding
these friendly games, it is often beyond my powers to do too much.

Rink Diary — I’'m pleased to say that Rink Diary is still being well-received by you all and |
have had interested feedback from other clubs too, who think it is a simple yet effective
system.

As before, if there is anybody who is unsure about either booking rinks or signing up for
games, please get in touch with me. | am more than happy to give demos or discuss it at
any time. Obviously, | will be repeating my demos at the start of next season for the
beginners and anybody else who wants to come along.

Communications - This year, in reaction to feedback from last year’s Communications
Survey, | started the ‘Weekly Update’. This seems to have been well-received too. | have
attempted to cover both Club announcements, as well as league and competitive games. |
endeavour to keep on top of the competitions, both Club and individual/team, but later in
the year, as everybody becomes very busy, | may miss the occasional one. Next year, I'll try
to remind people more to get information to me.

In the meantime, if anybody has any thoughts on its content or, indeed would like to
volunteer to take it on, then please feel free to contact me.

Steven Wharram

Fixtures Secretary / Communications Office



Maintenance & Facilities Update — lan Barton

Well, what a last 12 months it has been for our hardworking Maintenance/Green team!

From the entrance walkway being levelled & widened to the replacing of two sides of the
green surround & so it goes on!

The old carpet tiles removed & new ones laid by our sponsors, Pheonix Flooring. The
changing rooms support posts removed & new Gallow brackets replacing them. The inlet
water pipes and fittings were replaced with new by Dave Derham.

New handrails installed to aid access to the green. The first of three Arbours built &
erected (this being the members memorial one). Roof repairs are always ongoing as the
winds from the southwest regularly blows off a felt roof tile or two!

NOT to forget ALL the routine work that is always going on including painting, cleaning,
repairing/replacing of any faulty equipment as necessary & so on & on!

Our green is cut & rink direction changed 3 times a week by our green team led by John
Arrowsmith, who also looks after it in many other ways to keep it the best it can be.

As most members now know we have changed our green contractors for the coming
autumn season with Avon Sports now taking over as our green advisors in place of John
Swift.

Many thanks to Beattie & her team who take it in turns to do the cleaning on a Monday
morning & in doing so saving our club the expense this would otherwise incur.

Also, many thanks to our Ladies who tend the planters throughout the season.

Our Maintenance team are a small group of volunteers who turn out 2 or 3 times a week on
a Monday, Wednesday (green team) & Friday mornings for a few hours to do the essential
work that allows us all to play bowls & enjoy our lovely facilities.

As | said we are a small group who are in need of more members to help out- it's your club
as well as ours so if you can spend a few hours on any of the mornings mentioned, then
don't hesitate to speak with anyone on the maintenance/green team or any MC member
who will point you in the right direction.

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU!

Finally, a special thank you to Bob Philips who stood down as maintenance co Ordinator
earlier this season. Bob has done a sterling job over the years putting many hours of work
into this role for the club.

Thanks

lan Barton - Maintenance Co-ordinator
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Green Report — John Arrowsmith

The 2025 season has been the most difficult year for the maintenance of the green since |
have been involved. This was due to the driest spring and summer on record. The only time
| saw any rain while playing was in the last league game of the season. To maintain the grass
growth the Toro watering system was switched on early in the season and was then
regularly used throughout the season. For comparison in the 2024 season we used 119
cubic litres and in the 2025 season we used 548 cubic litres. The problem with artificial
watering is ensuring that the whole green gets an equal share. Our system is not 100% with
the result that we had numerous areas of dry patch. The Toro system will be thoroughly
checked in the next few months.

Although there were signs of leatherjacket activity this did not become a serious problem.
Our biggest insect problem at the moment are worms. The dry weather during the season
reduced their activity a lot but running up to the finals weekend the wet weather put them
in overdrive resulting in hundreds of very large worm casts over the whole green.

The majority of work carried out on the green is done by club volunteers but in addition to
this we pay an outside contractor to advice and make monthly visits. These visits are mostly
for the application of chemicals such as fungicides, fertilisers, moss killer and dry spot. The
contractor for the last twenty years or more was John Swift who has now retired. The new
contractors are Avon Sportsground who look after fifty-three greens in the South
Gloucestershire, Bristol and Somerset area.

| will finish this report by thanking, on your behalf, the players who regularly work on the
green who largely go unnoticed but they are, Mac Wilkins, Harry Greenslade, Geoff Jones,
Steve Gregory, Peter Baker, Kevin Reeves and lan Gauld.

John Arrowsmith (Green Manager)

Our new Contractor Avon
Sportsground Maintenance
working on the green.




Catering Manager — Brenda Cook

If my memory serves me well then | spoke to you all in the last 2 Wide 2 Heavy. But, I’'m sorry
to say we are still relying for help from the reluctant Magic Fairy. Lots of things have
improved in the kitchen but for some reason Mugs are not being checked after being in the
dishwasher and some are being put away stained (The Club dishwasher is NOT like yours at
home it’s a Maximum 8-minute wash). The display on the front needs to be on the highest
time setting. This is achieved by tapping it until the 3 bars are there. If you are not sure what
| mean please ask.

Can each match manager please check the kitchen at the end of their afternoon or evening
match that everything is clean and tidy.

Likewise, any mugs used for the odd Tea or Coffee need to be washed by hand, wiped and
put away. Please DON’T leave for you know who.

Last bug bear is equipment not being returned to the cupboard you got it from. The
cupboards are labelled so hopefully shouldn’t be a problem.

That’s the moaning over with

Many Thanks to Jan, Beattie and their helpers. Our Hostess Matches as usual were a great
success (This type of Match is what raises money for our club.) There’s a lot of organisation
and hard work for this to happen and whilst they had a few ladies to assist it would be great
to be able to call on more Members to help in the future.

Nobody wants to spend hours in the kitchen but with a few more volunteers it needn’t be
like that. (I will come back to you all about that before next Season) Soooooo start thinking

up your excuse now why Volunteering isn’t for YOU

| must make a special mention to Beattie for all she does regarding keeping us fed with Hot
Dogs and Burgers. I’'m sure you will all agree she is very much appreciated and certainly a
one-off person with so much energy. If she could bottle and sell it she’d make her fortune

See you next season and let’s get rid of that Magic Fairy. I’'m sure we can if we try.

Bren



Bar Report — Derek Olive

| am pleased to be able to report another successful season on the bar has been completed.
A full report will be made at the AGM, but the main highlights are:

1. More members than ever have done a shift behind the bar
2. The team of 5 kept the lines yeast free and healthy with the weekly pipe clean

3. Our Recycling Management Engineer (Mr Leach) kept the bins empty and saved the
planet

4. Jon Sharp was on bord as Assistant, so we now have 2 members who know the systems
behind ordering etc.

5. Our Technical Support team made 3 visits to address and repair technical issue

6. The hot summer caused real problems with the temperature in the cellar, but we just
about survived

7. If you have not yet been trained and done a shift you will be able to add your name to
the rota list at the AGM

8. We were able to support the President's Charity to the tune of £60 from sales of the
Gem Gluten Free Ale

9. The "open bar" and "Club Prices" continue to be the envy of many

Well done to all who have helped over the season, and well done to everyone who has passed
their hard-earned pensions and salaries over the bar!




Ladies League A Team — Jan Lee Cooper

| am delighted to confirm that we are the Winners of Bristol Ladies’ League Division 1 after
sixteen very competitively played games! We achieved almost maximum points (8 for an
overall win) in each game except in two which, coincidentally, were played away on our
opponents’ greens; namely Canford and Kingswood + Hanham.

At the end of the season, we had accumulated a total of 101 points, with a shot difference
of +173; Kingswood + Hanham ‘A’ finished in 2" place on 86 points and +145.25 shot
difference; Henleaze ‘A’ were 3™ with 78 points and shot difference of +16! (When we won
Division 1 in 2023, it was with 97 points and shot difference of +176).

We played with a squad of 10 ladies thereby having two stand-down/reserves each week
which worked extremely well and provided a high degree of consistency throughout. Well
done to every one of us in the Team; let’s go for it again next season! Our ‘B’ Team finished
in 6% place and will remain in Division 1. Our ‘C’ Team remains in Division 3. Carolyn and
Sam continued to encourage and lead their respective League Teams brilliantly.

Having ‘trialled’ it last year as a change from going to a restaurant, a Ladies’ End of League
Season American Supper was held in the Graham Ellis Pavilion on 16 September; this was
well-attended and enjoyed by all.

There will be some changes in opposition next season in that Redland Green and Bradley
Stoke will move up from Division 2 while Henleaze ‘B’ and Page ‘A’ will move down into
Division 2.

The BLL AGM has been scheduled for Tuesday 28 October 2025, 7 for 7.30 p.m., at
Henleaze B.C. Olveston has put a request in, to be considered at this meeting, for a Fourth
Ladies’ League Team, in addition to a Proposal that all Clubs’ home league fixtures are
played on Wednesday evening, rather than some Clubs playing on Fridays.

Have an enjoyable winter, be it playing indoors and/or short-mat — or simply sitting back
and relaxing!

Ladies League B Team — Carolyn Bovill

The B team ended the first half of the season in 8™ place having won only 2 matches. The
second half of the season was a different matter, and we picked up 42 points, winning 6 out
of the remaining 8 matches against some of the top teams. We finally finished in 6t place
(7™ last year).

We enjoyed several coaching sessions and got together for team practices. These helped
with our performance and team spirit. The end of season was celebrated with the A and C
teams at our American Supper which is becoming a regular post season event.
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| am handing over the reins next year and wish the new B Team Manager a very successful
2026 league season.

Ladies League C Team — Sam Harper

This season started with the disappointing news that another team had sadly withdrawn
from the League due to insufficient players. So, with only 7 teams in our division our first
game was on May 7™ and the last, 14 weeks of glorious sunshine later, on August 6. The
first half of the season saw us missing out on points, frustratingly by less than a handful of
shots! At the halfway mark we had our first win against Page Park, but then failed to pick up
any points in our next 3 matches. With the end of the season fast approaching, the games
began to go our way and we won the last 3 matches, including an 8-0 victory over Bristol
who finished 2"in our division.

Thanks to all the ladies for your determination and resilience each week. Onwards and
upwards!!!

You can follow all the action in the Ladies League with fixtures, results and League tables on
the Bristol & District Ladies Bowls League website-
https://bristolladiesleagu.wixsite.com/bowls

Ladies Captains Report — Carolyn Bovill & Angela Greenslade

The ladies have enjoyed a busy season with 25 friendly fixtures in the calendar.
Unfortunately, a few were cancelled due to the wet weather or by the opposition who
struggled to raise teams early in the season. Thank you to all the ODBC Ladies who on
occasions helped us out by playing for the opposition teams so that we could fill the rinks.
As you know, most of the matches were oversubscribed and we thank you for your

11
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understanding. We did enjoy a new home and away fixture with Knowle this season and
hope to have a couple more new fixtures next year.

Thank you to those ladies who have regularly helped with preparing the tea trays, setting
the rinks up and clearing up the kitchen after a match. It has been very much appreciated.
We are hoping to introduce a Ladies Tea Rota next season. Thank you Beattie for
organising the raffles for all our home games.

We ran many “Ladies Alternative Fixtures” this season which continue to be well supported
by players of all levels. They are a great way for inexperienced or new members to play
“competitive” matches (besides Monday Club Nights) and we hope you have enjoyed them.
We are sure Derek has appreciated the increase in bar takings on those warm late
afternoons!

The Ladies Captains’ Day in August was once again a highlight of the season. Our theme this
year was “Oh | do like to be beside the Seaside” and we loved the effort everyone put into
their costumes and helped make the afternoon such a success. Tracy Campbell once again
won the best costume award! The Killer Competition was a fiercely contested event and
won by Fran Stockford after which we enjoyed a superb afternoon tea. Over the season, we
have raised £626.30 for the Alzheimer’s Society.

Angela and | would like to thank you all for your support over the season.

Carolyn & Angela

12
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Olveston Ospreys — Alan Tregoning

It has been a good season for the Ospreys who won the B&D League Division 1 by 18pts. We
finished with a record of P16 W12 DO L4 with a shot difference of +220 shots.

The Ospreys also sponsored the Battle of the Sexes which was a great day. My thanks to all
who contributed to the day.

Finally I would like to thank all members for their support and help, which was very much
appreciated.

AlanT.

Olveston Kestrels — lan Barton

With the Kestrels newly promoted into the top tier (Div 1) of the Bristol & District bowls
league this season, it was always going to be a tough ask just to survive, but with 3 league
titles in the previous 3 years we had momentum & knew that ODBC had strength in depth
which would give us a good chance of surviving in this top division even though many newly
promoted teams go straight back down.

Not only did we survive, we finished 4™ - just 9 points off of 2" place behind our very own
winners of the league, Ospreys.

A big thankyou to everyone who played for the Kestrels this season, you should be proud of
this achievement & a very well done to you all.

Thanks

Badger

. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________|
13



South Cotswold League A Team — Alan Lambourne

Firstly, to all the gents who played for me a huge thank you and very well done.

| think we can say we surprised just about every team by just how well we fault right up to
the last ends.

We finished a credible 4 only 11 points from second.

It was a new experience within bowls to actually manage/ captain a side and | have to say |
thoroughly enjoyed it, made easier through your help.

| believe there might be changes again next season so we’ll have to wait and see on that.
But | am running again for this post.

Also thank you to Nigel for his support throughout the season.
See you next season.
Regards

Fruity

South Cotswold League B Team — Nigel Cloke

As expected we experienced a tough season playing against many A teams who had on
occasion Middleton Cup players in their squads. Everyone did their best and we had a few
match wins and some good rink wins as well. The important thing is that no one gave up
and they all came back the following week. That says a lot for the harmony and
determination within the team who | would like to thank all those who played in the team
for your help and support this season. We can also remember a good win over our own A
team as well as a convincing victory the week after against Fairford B who along with
ourselves were the only other B team in the 15 Division. It is perhaps no great surprise that
both the B teams got relegated but with Phil Tellwright back at the helm next season that
fun and harmony will hopefully turn into success in the 2" Division.

Floodlit League — lan Barton

We had 5 games under the flood lights this September winning 3, drawing 1, & losing 1
giving us a total of 20 points & finishing 3" in the table.

We experienced all types of weather but the worst by far had to be when we played Long
Ashton. The heavens opened on several occasions & unfortunately a long Ashton player



slipped & broke his ankle. The game was abandoned at that point after 9 ends, which
meant all teams/games had to share the points.

Thanks

Badger.

External Comps & VP Message — lan Curtis

Tony Alcock over 60’s 2 rink - Sadly we bowed out of this too early again this season. Thank
you to all those who made themselves available, and for helping out with the tricky task of
arranging dates. Onward to nest season! | truly believe we have the quality to progress to
the national finals in this competition. Congratulations to Rob on his successful year and a
huge well done for raising the amount you have for your chosen charity. It is a great honour
for me to be carrying out the role of president next season, especially due to the fact that
my dad, Chris Curtis, also enjoyed his year in the role. | wonder if | will carry on dad's ethos
of the President being the last one out of the bare. Tough ask but 1/1 I'll do my best!

My chosen charity for next season is Diverse UK - Southwest. For those who don't know, my
son, Kieran, is autistic (formerly known as Aspergers) so tends to struggle when it comes to
social situations. Diverse has really helped him a lot by giving him an outlet to meet other
people and do new things in an independent way. This is taken from their website
www.diverseuk.org/

Diverse is an independent organisation run for and by people that identify as Autistic in the
Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire area.
Diverse runs activities for people to attend organised by people that identify as Autistic.
"We want to grow a friendly neuro-diverse connected community through social activities,
interests and social media".

Winter well everyone
lan (Grizz)

External Comps — Joe Hardwick

This season the Bowls England Two Rink team made it through to the last 32 in the country,
this was after wins against Bradley Stoke (R1), Cam Mills (R2), Redland Green (R3),
Kingswood & Hanham (R4), Barnwood (R5) and finally our last game vs Vines Park played at
Barnwood. The game came down to the last end where we were beaten by only 7 shots
overall. Noticeably Vines Park contained 3 players who in 2024, had won National Bowls
England titles! This was a huge success for Olveston who on another evening could of easily
been 7 shots the other way.
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Top Club A managed two wins against Cam Mills and GB Brittons before losing to Redland
Green. The B side lost their first game vs Cotswold. A very difficult competition which a very
different type of discipline playing a 2W, Singles, Pairs Triples and Fours fighting out for a
point on each match.

Overall, I'm happy with the 2025 season with some debut's in the BE comp and some great
experience gained for all. Looking forward to the 2026 season where we can hopefully push
on.

Cheers
Joe - Men's BE Selector.

Ladies External Competitions — Margaret Drayton

Olveston Ladies had varying degrees of success in the External Competitions this year.

Olveston entered two teams in the National Top Club competition this year in order to give
more ladies the opportunity to play competitive games and gain match experience. Overall,
a good result. The A team won the South Gloucestershire Area Final and got through to the
BE Final Stage Round of 32. The B team won their first match against Yate but lost the next

round to Kingswood & Hanham.

The Club also had winners in the Women’s County Competitions;

Jan Lee Cooper won the County Champion of Champions, and Sue Latham, Fran Stockford,
Jan Lee Cooper and Gill Hall where the winners of the Senior Fours Competition.

In the County Inter Club, Olveston played in the Semi Final, losing to Kingswood and
Hanham the eventual winners.

Other results worth a mention are, Gill Andrews who was the Runner Up in the CCBA
Women’s Singles Final, and Carolyn Bovill and Kath Greenman who were the Runners Up in
the CCBA Women’s Pairs Final.

Congratulation to all lady bowlers who were involved in not only these competitions, but
anyone who played in the earlier rounds.

Internal Competitions — Annie, Laura & Joe

Firstly, as Competitions Secretaries we would like to congratulate all of the club final
winners and runners up. Getting to a final is a great achievement, especially given the
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number of entries this year, and if it was your first or tenth, we were very proud to see you
out there competing.

Overall, Annie, Laura and myself have really enjoyed running the competitions this year. We
have tried to provide an even and clear approach to extension requests and hopefully
everyone understood our decision making. Thanks to everyone for keeping the boards up
to date, as hopefully it was then clear who your next opponent was and gave everyone
plenty of time to arrange the next game!

Although the Sunday afternoon of finals weekend as a washout we still felt it was very
successful. There was some top bowling on show! We are sorry that we had to move three
games to later in the week, but we were happy to see that these games very well attended,
so many thanks to those members who came along to show their support.

The huge number of volunteers make all the difference to the weekend. We would like to
extend a special thank you to the following:

Beattie and her team for the food over the weekend, it was truly delicious.
John and his team for making the green run so well.

Derek for sorting bar staff and keeping drinks flowing, and those of you who supported
behind the bar over the weekend.

Everyone who sold raffle tickets and organised the draw.
Chris Bentley and Gail Howells who covered our absence when we were playing in finals.

Jamie, Kevin and Steve who umpired and to all members who marked, turned scoreboards
and put out equipment.

Apologies if we have missed anyone so a huge thanks to you, if we have. The finals
weekend can't happen without all your help.

This year we embraced technology, to try to streamline the process of administering the
competitions. Overall, this was well received, so thank you to those who have responded
positively to these changes. If you have any suggestions for next season, please get in
touch with any one of the three of us to discuss. We all have our names down for next year
and if voted in we hope to push on with some new ideas!

Please don't forget the presentation evening on the 7" November. This will be held at the
Club and is a great opportunity to share the success of our winners and runners up, as well
as catch up with friends over the winter period. More information will follow on this.

Joe, Annie and Laura

So, here is the final list of Winners and Finalists:
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Club Finals -
Results

Competition

Winner

Runner-up

Men’s Champion v Ladies
Champion

Joe Hardwick

Annie Muldoon

Mullan

Men’s

Men’s Championship Joe Hardwick Paul Bryant

2 Wood John Smallwood Paul Bryant

Men’s 3 Wood Alan Lambourne Phil Tellwright

Over 65s Ted Mangan lan Barton

Handicap Trevor Williams Harry Greenslade
Drawn Pairs Chris Blake & Jim Tony Ford & Len Hall

Sid Hagger (Novice)

Kevin Corcoran

Adrian Meads

Plate

Ken Tudor

Ted Mangan

Ladies

Women’s Championship

Annie Muldoon

Jan Lee Cooper

2 Wood

Gill Andrews

Lynne Drysdale

Ladies Drawn Pairs (Audray
Worsley)

Laura Hunter &
Annie Muldoon

Sue Latham & Tracy
Campbell

Drawn Pairs (Basil Mundy)

Sam Harper & Jan

Annie Muldoon & lJill

Carol Symonds

Lee Cooper Player Bishop
President’s Trophy (Novice) Carolyn Bovill Tracy Jones
Mixed
Millennium John Smallwood Sue Latham
Mixed Pairs John Smallwood & | Ted Mangan & Laura

Hunter

Club Triples — Although not a Club Competition it is still a great event to participate in
during the season. This year’s winners were Turnberry, who were made up of - David

Barrass (Team Captain) with Debbie & Ken Tudor, Susan & Stephen Channon, Derek Severs

and Kevin Shellard.
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Midweek Friendlies — Geoff Cook

We had 26 matches scheduled, including 2 Touring Teams. Most of the games were played
on hot, sunny days but, in September, 2 games were cancelled due to the weather and 1
halted after 5 ends due to players slipping over whilst delivering. So, we played 23 and won
16 but lost 7. Our nemesis being Page Park BC who won 3 of the 4 games. Along the way we
hosted Chipping Norton and Whitney Mills touring teams and won the Bradley Stoke BC
Friendship Shield and also the inaugural Begbrook Green BC Friendship Shield.

We visited, and hosted, great clubs and played against old friends and new and had really
enjoyable afternoons both on and off the green.

A total of 80 different members made themselves available for selection over the season,
with many matches being very heavily oversubscribed with my only dilemma being who not
to pick rather than having to cajole members to play. A nice position to be in for the team
selection bit, although having to disappoint so many each week was not a good feeling.

Thank you to all that added your names to the availability list, played in the matches,
accepted being a reserve, laid out the rinks and tea/biscuits, washed up or manned the bar
and, finally, producing raffle prizes and cards. It’s all of the activities off the green that lead
to the smooth running of the game. Thank you, also, to Steven Wharram for arranging all
the fixtures and the Greenkeeping team for preparing the green.

Fear not, April 2026 is not so far away and then we can start all over again.

Geoff Cook

Saturday Friendlies — Mike Bovill

Over the season there were 20 matches scheduled. 9 at home and 11 away. Of the 20
matches, 16 were mixed and 4 were men only. Unfortunately, 3 matches had to be cancelled
due to rain! | am pleased to say that Olveston came out as winners on 9 of the 17 matches
played, with 5 losses and 3 drawn. A combined score of 1148 against 1023, giving a difference
of 125 shots in our favour.

All of our mixed matches were over-subscribed, meaning some members had to miss out. |
endeavoured to be as fair as possible on team selection and try to put out balanced teams
where possible. A total of 75 different members were selected over the season.

| would like to give my thanks to Geoff Cook, George McDowall, Roger Houston, Mark Bayliss
and Angela Greenslade, for stepping in as Captain for the day and ensuring everything ran
smoothly. Beattie for ensuring Raffle prizes were always available and also, for those unsung
heroes who helped set up the rinks, get the tea and biscuits ready, do the clearing and
washing up and serve behind the bar, a big thank you.
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It is a Team effort!

These friendly fixtures are a great way for new players to gain experience and visit other
Clubs and as it says, these matches are friendly and sociable occasions.

Mike Bovill

Sunday Friendlies — Angela & Harry Greenslade

There were 22 fixtures. We managed to play all but two of these because the opposition
cancelled. It was a very enjoyable season with some fine weather, going to some
interesting places and welcoming clubs. Many games were played where competitive
bowls and socialising were of equal measure but we are happy to report that we won more
than we lost.

Virtually all of the games were oversubscribed which made team selection difficult. The
teams generally turned out to be a good mix of experienced and new members.

We would very much like to thank all the people who made themselves available on a
regular basis for both home and away fixtures. Thank you all for your support, enthusiasm
and good company.

Angela and Harry

Club Night — lan & Tricia Barton

Yet again our Monday Evening Club Night was as popular as ever with social & competitive
bowlers alike turning up to enjoy & socialise with other members & friends.

Fortunately, we only had to move to an afternoon on a couple of occasions to make way for
external competitions to play in the evening.

The highlights will always be our sponsor evenings with George introducing our club
sponsors to the members & giving us a little bit of info about their company/business & not
to mention assisting with handing out the bottles of wine to the winning rink.

The good thing about Club Night is you don't have to sign up beforehand so if the weather
is bad or something crops up last minute, you don't have to come as there is no
commitment to do so.

Thanks for your continued support

Tricia & lan



Club Tour - Jim Mullan

Given that first rule of tour, there may be some redacted material when this goes to print
but here goes.

Pick up was a strange mix of eventful and non-eventful but when we got underway, we
were encouraged to sing Sweet CaroLYN! However, even the promise of sweets as treats,
many seemed to fail the basic training. Better luck next time Mrs Bovill.

We stopped enroute to play against Teignmouth Bitton Park and while we appeared to lose
handsomely across the seven rinks, a baffling correction factor meant that it was a draw.
Jeff and | bravely sacrificed our team’s dignity for the first booby prize of the tour and wore
our colourful dummies with pride.

The excellent spread laid on could have fed the participants 4 times over and | had to stop
eating before | did irreparable damage. We arrived at the Toorak Hotel and for many, it was
an early night, and as far as I'm aware, no scandal ensued.

Saturday's game at Paignton was a washout so Roger managed to arrange access to the
remarkably fast indoor rink which reinforced some people's view that indoor bowls
shouldn't even be a thing. Others explored the surrounding area while trying with avoid the
heavier showers. There were tales of a late-night karaoke, and | believe that one video did
escape the circle of trust, but | can't divulge who that warbler was.

On Sunday, we were determined to have an outdoor game at Torbay Country Club and
despite some initial doubt, it remained dry, for the most part. Just before the match started
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, but it was all just a misunderstanding, and the police
weren't called. While Olveston appeared to have a good winning margin, there was a
deduction related to how/where the bus had parked, and once again the honours were
shared. It was at this point, | began to suspect there might be a pattern in tour match
results. Certificates were issued for wrong biases and while some were contested, VAR was
not in operation, so the accompanying fines stood.

Then on the way home on Monday, we stopped at Taunton Dean for a match up with
couple of old friends, Dave and Gill Lewis. We played seven outdoor rinks and another 2
indoors. Showers made the footing quite treacherous, doubly so outdoors. Suspiciously, the
drawn result seemed to happen without any dubious adjustments, although | was
distracted by the legendary pies. Even with a little delay due to volunteers stepping in last
minute to prepare and serve the food, it was very well received. It always is by me!

This was the first tour experience for Anne and me. We weren't sure what to expect but it is
safe to say that everyone really enjoyed the weekend. While the hotel rooms had variable
levels of comfort, and some showers were more free-flowing than others, the evening
menu offered a good choice of tasty dishes and some of us consumed our annual quota of
fried bread in the 3 breakfast sessions.
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There was some excellent driving, especially in the parking department, by Josh from Blakes
Coaches. Thanks to the Captains for each day; Kevin Dann, Roger Houston, Mike Bovill and
Bob Sewley and an extra special thanks to Kevin and Bob for organising the whole thing.

Roll on Weymouth 2026!

Coaching Report — Ken Tudor

As | expected, 2025 was a record-breaking season for the ODBC Coaching Team, with 74
Members (just short of 50%) interacting with a Club Coach on at least one occasion during
the season, one Member actually attended 8 separate sessions.

The total hours per member equates to over 310 hours (almost 13 days) of coaching
delivered. One Member has received over 13 hours of coaching during the season, with 5
others having had 10 hours or more. It is very rewarding for us as a Team to see so many of
you looking to develop your skills and understanding of our sport.

And is it all worthwhile? Well, we are seeing a great number of our Members progressing to
the later stages of various external competitions, we are doing well in the various leagues
and from what I’'ve been told from a few Team Mangers, we do very well in our friendly
matches, dishing out some convincing wins.

We have provided, a Back-2-Basics morning, a 5 Week Beginners Course, a Beginners
Course Recall Session, Development Sessions, Individual Sessions and several Pop-Up ad-
hoc Development Sessions.

The feedback | have had from the Members that have attended the Development Sessions
and Pop-Up Development Sessions organised by John Smallwood and Joe Hardwick, has
been extremely positive and | know from what has been said, many of you have benefited
from learning from these guys, who have so much experience of playing at a high level to
share with you.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank our International Umpire, Jamie Campbell, for
giving up a morning to help with the Beginners Course Recall Session. This is where we call
back those that attended the Beginners Course to see how they are progressing and
address any issues that they may have encountered. Jamie provided a session that
highlighted various types of measure that maybe encountered. He also gave some insight to
his experiences of umpiring at the very top of the sport and was on hand to help with some
of the rules, putting right some “bowls myths” that our new players had already
encountered.

On top of providing sessions for our own members we have also given the local Olveston
Scout Group, a taste of the sport. Alan& Jean continued to run several mornings for the
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Thornbury Stroke Group, which the Group have been very grateful for. | provided two early
season evening sessions for Bristol St Andrews Ladies Team and a few of us were fortunate
to have a session with David Stott the National Development Officer for Visually Impaired
Bowls England (VIBE) to gain a better understanding of how to coach visually impaired
players. As a Coaching Team we continue to strive to reach as many as we can outside of
our Club, to introduce them to the sport and as a Team are also looking at opportunities to
develop ourselves as Coaches.

The amount of time that the Coaching Team have put in on your behalf, as well as playing
themselves, is commendable and | would like to thank each and every one of them for what
they have done this season. | would also like to thank everyone of you, who has attended a
Coaching session, for your enthusiasm and commitment to learn from the Team. Hopefully
in 2026 we can all progress and develop further.

Wishing you all a great winter, on behalf of your Coaching Team of, Alan Lambourne, Annie
Muldoon, Dave Wiggall, Jean Lambourne, Joe Hardwick, John Smallwood, Chris Blake and
myself.

As they say in Bowls, “Winter Well”

Ken Tudor

Club Coaching Co-Ordinator
“Coach Bowls” Level 2 Qualified

Coach @ Bowls

Disability Bowls — Alan Lambourne

Firstly, the Stroke group had another enjoyable time with us again this year playing mainly
on a Wednesday morning with the odd Friday thrown in.

As a thank you they donated money to the Presidents chosen charity “The Coeliac Society”.

Towards the beginning of the season we had a company around to demonstrate their
hearing aid equipment to be used in the club house and on the green. A few members with
hearing aids were able to attend so could see first-hand the benefits they could offer. We
all left the demonstration well educated and with positive thoughts. The company have
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since given us quotes on equipment they believe we need after our consultation. | believe
we need to tweak it a bit.

For this to happen, | need those who wear hearing aids to submit the following information
to me:

Make & Model (not just NHS)
What aids you have programmed on to it. For example; Bluetooth, Loop etc.
You then need to enquire whether you can have especially the two I've mentioned added.

NHS should not be a problem and will be free. You could even upgrade your NHS model to
the latest which incorporates all that you need and also have a phone app to make all your
adjustments instead of fiddling around your ear.

This request is very important so that we buy the right equipment. The MC & |, are in
discussion on what contribution the club will put towards it, if any and what amount in
grants | might have to raise. Again, this project is not cheap and could cost anywhere
between £3000-6000.

So please send your detailed info asap, to me at fruitylambourne@msn.com

Whilst on the subject of fund raising the Easyfundraiser app is ticking along slowly. We have
52 signed up to it but 29 haven’t actually raised any money. We have raised so far £568
from just over 800 donations. If you have an issue please speak to me so that | can help
you. The donations can be as little as 2p or as big as £50.

| am so pleased to see the bowling aids being used by our club members let alone some
away team members. I've also had members from other clubs come to me for help and try
out our equipment. An excellent recognition for our club.

Be good and have a safe and happy winter.

Fruity

Umpire’s Corner — Jamie Campbell

As distributed via separate email please be aware that | am running a Markers Course at the
Bristol Indoor Bowls Club on the 9th November.

Details can be found at: https://www.ebua.co.uk/marker-courses
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Sponsors Update — George McDowall

With the number of new members over the past 2-3 seasons, I’'m sure you are well aware
of our sponsors who support our club and set up the prizes for our sponsored club nights.

Sponsorship started back in 2015 while we were raising funds to build our Graham Ellis
Pavilion. Graham was the chairman of the team that were charged to raise the funds and
through introductions from a few members, sponsors were introduced into the club for the
first time.

The relationship that has been built up over the past 10 years has meant that we have had
a continuous steam of financial support that helps us to have a bowls club that I’'m sure we
are all proud of.

You will have noticed that all our flower troughs have been planted to enhance our
surroundings. Along with a cash donation, Almondsbury Garden Centre have been very
generous with their donation of plants and compost that have been expertly planted by
Margaret Drayton and supported by a small team of members caring for them through the
season.

Our main sponsor, PBF Wealth Management, has been extremely generous to us over the
years and Pedro has been a loyal friend to us since day one. Along with Specsavers in
Thornbury, this the first season we have sponsors on our club shirt.

Phoenix Flooring have fitted a good number of members carpets as well as our new carpet
in our pavilion while Optimus Chiropractic and Physiotherapy have helped members with
their aches and pains.

Our sponsors details are in our club hand book and all I would ask, is that if you are
requiring the services our sponsors provide, please give them a chance to quote for you.
Sponsorship is a two-way street and has worked well over the past 10 years.

Best wishes,
George.

Summer Lotto Bonus Ball — lan & Tricia Barton

With the 2025 season now at an end here is the last third of this year's list of winners:

week 41 - John Paton
week 42 - Graham Morris
week 43 - Kevin Dann
week 44 - Brenda Cook
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week 45 - Annie Muldoon
week 46 - Fred Mayor
week 47 - Gail Howells
week 48 - Robert Harris
week 49 - Sue Dunkerley
week 50 - Steve Pinder
week 51 - Steve Gregory
week 52 - Gill Lewis

The full list of winners for this past season will be posted on the corridor notice board along
with the coming seasons entrants & numbers.

Thanks very much for participating in the clubs Lotto bonus ball game & good luck.

Tricia & ian

And so, we come to the end of this edition of our end of season Club Newsletter 2 Wide 2
Heavy. It runs to 29 pages which shows how much has happened. | hope you’ve enjoyed
reading it and looking at the photos. Many Thanks to all those who have contributed an
article and | hope | haven’t missed anyone this time!!

Thanks
Nigel
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