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The Chairman’s Message 
 

It is hard to believe we are already half way through our bowls season. There have been a lot of 

good things that have happened but also one or two things we need to work together to sort out. 

It’s accepted that members want different things from their membership and have different 

aspirations but if any of this impacts the wider club then we have to look at how we keep a happy 

balance. This can be a challenge at times but I hope common sense and fairness wins out in the end 

even if we need to take a step back and press that reset button! 

Under that heading of good things, and very much due to the efforts of Alan Lambourne, we hosted 

a Bowls England Para Open Day on 6th June. Alan has produced a report on this which you can read 

later on. During the day we had 6 either current or previous Club Presidents in attendance 5 of 

which we managed to include in the photo below. We missed Tom Ellis! We have offered to do the 

event again next year when hopefully the weather will be a little kinder. 

Within the Club last Saturday’s Battle of the Sexes went very well and everyone who took part had a 

very enjoyable afternoon. If you don’t yet know the result then check out the last page of this 

newsletter.  

We are all aware that our Club would not run without the help of a significant number of members 

be it on or off the green giving up their own time. Thanks to you all and please keep up the good 

work. Many Thanks also to those who have contributed towards this newsletter. 

Best wishes 

Nigel 

           

 

 

http://www.bowlsolveston.club/
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Hi everyone  

 

I really hope you are enjoying your season so far and hopefully having plenty of success with your 

bowling.  
 

Talking success, I would like to congratulate Sue Latham, Rachel Winter-Alsop, Dianne Hirst and 

Kath Greenman on reaching the national finals at Leamington in the fours, and Rachel, Gill 

Andrews and Annie Muldoon for making it to the finals in the triples. Play well girls, I will be there 

to cheer you on. Still plenty of chances to qualify, so go for it everyone, you can do it!  
 

Another achievement to recognise is Paul Bryant, who was successful in winning the County 

singles title that couldn't be played last season. Well done PB, life in the old dog yet💪🏻  There may 

well be more that I have missed, so apologies if that's the case.  
 

Just a reminder that draw tickets are still available for my charity draw, so take a chance and 

hopefully win some fab prizes🤞🏻  If anyone would like some books to sell just let me know.  
 

The quiz that took place on 23rd May was really enjoyable, and a massive thank you to everyone 

who attended. As it seemed popular with those who were there, I will look at doing another 

towards the end of the season (This time I will try not to pick a bank holiday weekend🤦🏻‍♂️ )  
 

Next charity fundraiser is.... BINGO! Eyes down, 7pm, Saturday 18th July. Hop onto rink diary to 

add your name and any guests you might like to bring, just to give us an idea of numbers. Details 

for the evening to follow.  
 

I am really looking forward to seeing lots of you at President’s Day on Saturday 25th July. Hopefully 

we can have some fun, play some bowls and enjoy a traditional bowls club tea that I grew up on, 

and what Olveston BC was famous for! Everything apart from the Eternal Beau, even table cloths 

apparently 😂  For all those attending, make sure you put a 1p or 2p coin in your pocket (if you've 

been playing a while you will know why🙂 )  
 

Just to finish, can I sincerely thank everyone who has been involved in any way, in the day to day 

running of the club. The MC, the green & maintenance teams, the catering team, all the selectors, 

the bar team... the list goes on! It's because of so many people giving their time, that we are all 

able to enjoy playing bowls, so thank you all.  
 

Good luck for the rest of the season.  
 

Grizz🐻  

 

 

Our President’s Message 
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I’d like to start with a heartfelt thank you to all members.  Your support & care for your fellow 

bowlers aids me in providing appropriate support where needed, whether a call, visit, personal 

chat, finding information. Being updated is much appreciated, please contact me if I can help, in 

strict confidence. 

In a large club as ours there are members with different needs, this may include dietary, physical, 

personal or health conditions. Our catering team are excellent for dietary needs & we have a 

variety of bowling aids to assist bowlers on the green, a shelf in the disabled toilet for personal 

hygiene, as well as a new slope outside the changing rooms, a big thank you to the maintenance 

team for making this possible, so many members have remarked positively. On a personal level 

some members help with shopping, appointments or just pop in to see less able members, this 

provides much needed company & conversation. If you feel that this is something you may be able 

to help with, please let me know. 

As we know we all have our own personalities & strengths providing an inclusive club. Sometimes 

we change through no fault of our own, whether it is temporary or long term, this can often cause 

frustration, worry & anxiety. Your understanding & patience is admired & much appreciated for 

members involved & their families. It is not always easy, the MC and I will assist members with 

their bowling to the best of our ability, while continuing to support all members. 

Our ‘Meet the Mentors’ evening was supported well, the mentors are available not just for your 

first season but to assist you throughout your bowls journey, as will any member. A list of mentors 

can be found on the Safeguarding notice board, please remember to use them & keep them on 

their toes        . 

The Coffee & Chat mornings are always well attended & provide a catch-up especially in the winter 

months. They are normally held on a Saturday morning pre-season & just before Christmas.  

A First Aid course has been arranged by Joe through Bowls England on Saturday 8th August at 

Olveston, this is an all-day event. 

If there are any other suggestions or ideas you would like me to put forward, I’ll look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Thank you to hubby for putting up with me or although I think it should be the other way round, 

especially after 40 years     .  

Regards  

Jean xx 

 

 

         

Welfare and Safeguarding – Jean Lambourne 

 

jeanielam@msn.com 

07773949161 

01454 250701 

 

mailto:jeanielam@msn.com
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tǊƻǾŜǊōΥ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǾŜΧΦ 

Two perfect examples of this maxim are the Arbours which have been completed by Trevor 

Williams and team and the Cricket netting has been replaced and extended by Ian Barton 

and team, both at a fraction of the market cost. Both groups deserve much congratulations. 

Just like for your domestic budgets, inflation is once more having an effect on our budgets. 

Increases in electricity prices, water rates, insurance costs, services and maintenance 

materials are all impacting us. In addition, we are paying over £1,000 extra this year for the 

services of our new Greenkeeping contractor. The concrete access slope has greatly 

enhanced the accessibility to the changing rooms. 

However, the good news is that with a full membership, generous sponsors and plenty of 

thirsty customers at the bar, the finances are holding their own in spite of the continued 

update of major infrastructure there has been this season. We continue to limit our 

cleaning costs by the good work of Beattie’s Monday crew. An attempt has also been made 

to reduce the losses on food supplied for the various league matches this season. 

We still need to urgently repair the Clubhouse roof before the winter. 

Whilst awaiting the report of the Long-Term Planning Group, we all might like to reflect on 

the almost total absence of fund-raising events, which currently is limited to a couple of 

hosted matches per season. If we really want to inject some spending power into our Club, 

to get it ready for the upcoming centenary, then some major fund-raising efforts and 

increases in membership fees will be needed to finance any such ambitions. 

Kevin Dann Treasurer 

  

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Update – Kevin Dann 
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Fixtures – There is not much to say about the fixtures at this time. We have had some 

cancellations due to the weather, both heat and rain but, in general, all friendly fixtures are 

going ahead as planned. Thanks to the captains for arranging all of these. 

Rink Diary – Rink Diary is still well-received by you all and I thank those of you who use it. As 

you will have noticed, it can be included for different events (like quiz nights) as well as just 

bowls.   

As before, if there is anybody who is unsure about either booking rinks or signing up for 

games, please get in touch with me. I am more than happy to give demos or discuss it at 

any time.  

Communications - The ‘Weekly Update’ is continuing this season with the addition of a 

regular piece from our Safeguarding Officer, Jean Lambourne. We hope that you will find 

these useful and informative. I will endeavour to keep on top of the competitions, both 

Club and individual/team, but as things start to become very busy, I may miss the 

occasional notice. So, apologies. Can I ask though that you send me updates that I can 

include please when competitions get to the later stages? There’s less chance of me missing 

them then. And, although it’s always good to celebrate successes, it’s important to 

recognise our defeats and losses too. So, please let me know about those too. 

In the meantime, if anybody has any thoughts on its content or, indeed would like to 

volunteer to take it on, then please feel free to contact me. 

 As always, if you have any other comments on the fixtures, Rink Diary or comms then, 

again, please get in touch. 

Steven Wharram 

Fixtures Secretary / Communications Officer 

 

 

 

Fixtures, Rink Diary & Communications 
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ures Secretary / Communications Officer 

 

Well, what a busy pre and early part of the season it has been!  The building and erection of 

the arbours, the raised pathway and slope and the installation of a handrail/barrier, the 

cricket net replacement and extension, not to mention all the other day-to-day jobs like 

cleaning, sanding, painting, electrical work and the installation of a new basin/sink outside 

for the cleaning of paintbrushes etc.  The Changing Rooms entrance has a new threshold 

ramp, external and internal, the benches have been painted / treated. The redecorating of 

both the Changing Rooms has been completed and the boxing in of the water pipes in the 

office has been done with the ones in the ladies Changing Room to follow.  The flower 

containers have been planted up and look a picture and need regular work to keep them 

looking that way. All the scoreboards, pushers & rink markers have also been repainted.  

And so, it goes on! 

All of this work is done by a small group of members who give their time and energy so that 

all of us can enjoy our splendid club and surroundings, which is the envy of many other 

Clubs.  So, when you are sat there enjoying a drink, please spare a thought for this small 

group of dedicated workers who help to make and keep our facilities the way they are. 

Many thanks 

Badger 

Facilities Co-ordinator  

                

 

                               Maintenance & Facilities Update – Ian Barton 
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At the end of last season we changed our contractor from John Swift to Avon Sportsground 

Maintenance. They are involved with 52 other bowls clubs and you will see their 

advertisement board at a number of the Bristol clubs. They are responsible for applying all 

the chemicals that keep the playing surface in a reasonable condition and also the use of 

some heavy machinery. They know the major problems which can occur during the winter 

and spring months, which are moss, fungal issues and insect damage such as leatherjackets. 

They are very proactive and treat the green before any of these problems really get a hold. 

This is the first start of season for a long time when we have had no moss damage. 

 
The green is playing quite well but there are still a lot of runs which cause the bowls to take 
an unexpected line. Over the years we have attempted to reduce these runs by applying top 
dressing but it may change the run lines but it does not get rid of them. In the future a more 
drastic method may be needed and this is something the MC will be looking into. 
 
I always thought that bowls was one of the few summer games which could be played in 
any type of weather. This year is trying to show that this theory is wrong with numerous 
games being cancelled because of too much rain and now we are going through a period 
where games are being cancelled due to very hot weather. Who said looking after a bowling 
green was easy. 
 
I have a reasonable number of members who help look after the green and surrounds but 
quite a few of them are well over middle age and it is time that some of the younger 
members stepped in to help. It is not difficult and it just requires you to be available and 
reliable for two hours either on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday. 
 
A big thank you to all those who currently work on the green. 
 
John 

                               

Green Report – John Arrowsmith 
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I would just like to thank the 33 members that have offered to help out with Kitchen Duties. 

Some of you have already done your bit.                               Thank You. 

 But as you know it’s Beattie and Jan that do the actual catering so they will get in touch when 

you are required. (You would be asked a week in advance) Don’t be offended if you are not 

picked there is always next season     . 

Most of us seem to be getting the hang of things in the kitchen now. Only occasionally things 

left out of the cupboards for the magic fairy. So that’s great. 

Long May that continue.            

Can I just remind you that ANYONE is welcome to take Tea Towels home to wash. If you get 

one out because the ones there look grubby then obviously they want a wash. Just remember 

to bring them back! 

Also, if you notice something is getting short like Tea/ sugar etc. just mention it to me or send 

a message. I like to think I’ve got it under control but nobody’s perfect                       . 

Thanks 

Bren 

 

          

Catering – Brenda Cook 
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A good start for the bar this year – members are obviously thirsty! 

We don’t seem to be missing the Amstel and the new Harbour Pale Ale is selling more than 

the Gem! 

CruzCampo and sometimes Gem continues to be a challenge to pour, but we can only do our 

best. Generally speaking, please remember if pouring Cruz or Gem then hold the glass as 

horizontal as possible with the nozzle touching the glass and only move to vertical towards 

the end! Others are not so bad. If Cruz is just froth then pull through 4 or 5 jugs of froth and 

it should settle down! 

The golden rule for all draught beer though, is to remember not to try and put a bit in by just 

half pulling the pump handle down; this will cause froth! ALWAYS fully down or fully up! 

I have been able to accommodate a few requests so far this season with Pepsi Max replacing 

Diet Coke, Miniature Ports and full-size Prosecco. The Bar manager’s Malt is also available. I 

have also added 8 more champagne flutes so plenty there to enjoy sharing a bottle of 

Prosecco! 

The Card Only system seems to be working well with very few reported issues. There is now 

a card machine on the kitchen hatch so food can be paid for there, and if you do pay for food 

there then no need to use a ticket from the bar! 

Feel free to restock the fridges and/or snacks if you are there and it needs doing. 

Remember to ask me at any time if you want to learn more about serving draught, using the 

glass washer, changing kegs etc. The more members we have that can do these jobs the less 

work there is for the few! 

                

                           

Bar Report – Derek Olive 
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The season began in April when we played our first game against our ‘B’ Team and achieved 

the maximum 8 points for an overall win.  Then things went slightly south – though not 

quite literally as were home – to face Portishead RBL ‘A’, losing 2-6 points against them. 

We played steadily thereafter through the remainder of the season’s first half, ending it in 

2nd place on 46 points behind Portishead RBL ‘A’ on 50 points. 

The beginning of the season’s second half coincided with the heatwave and consequently 

all league games were postponed; we have re-arranged the game against our ‘B’ Team to 

be played on Saturday 18 July.  Other matches will continue to be played as scheduled and 

we look forward to continued success. 

                        

 

 

The C Team ladies have enjoyed an encouraging first half of the season, with some 

excellent match results and with plenty of determination and team spirit along the way. 

Things couldn’t have started much better, with 2 back- to- back 8-0 wins putting us at the 

top of the table early on and giving the team an early boost and plenty of confidence. Our 

winning run was then temporarily halted by a closely contested match against our new D 

Team, where we were unlucky to lose by just 2 shots. 

The ladies bounced back with another 8-0 win in the following game before running into a 

couple of tougher fixtures that unfortunately resulted in defeats. Despite those setbacks, 

we have remained positive and continued to battle hard in every game.  

Our next match saw us return to winning ways in style, with a tremendous 51-16 victory, 

proving what we are capable of when everything comes together. Confidence was high 

going into our next match, which proved to be the most exciting of the season so far. Going 

into the final end the scores were level on both rinks, with everything still to play for we 

held our nerve and with a thrilling last shot secured an 8-0 victory. 

While the results have varied, the team’s commitment, enthusiasm and competitive spirit 

has never wavered. With the season now halfway through we are currently 4th in the league 

table and we’ll be looking to finish the season as strongly as we started. 

You can follow all the action in the Ladies League with fixtures, results and League tables on 

the Bristol & District Ladies Bowls League website- 

https://bristolladiesleagu.wixsite.com/bowls 

 

 

Ladies League A Team – Jan Lee Cooper 

 
 

Ladies League C Team – Sam Harper 

https://bristolladiesleagu.wixsite.com/bowls
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The ladies have a busy fixture list this season with 26 friendly matches as well as weekly 

“Ladies Alternative Fixtures” where possible.  Unfortunately, a couple of matches have 

been cancelled due to the weather. Most friendly matches have been heavily 

oversubscribed, so please bear with us if you are not selected for every game. Thank you to 

those who have volunteered so far for the tea rota. I will soon be arranging the July/August 

rota so please let me know if you can help out.  

The Ladies Alternative Fixtures have proved to be extremely competitive and sociable 

events. They are a great way for new members to gain the confidence of playing in a match 

situation, and we would encourage players of all abilities to continue to sign up for these.    

Ladies Teams have also been successful in early rounds of external competitions, with the B 

team progressing in both the GBA Club 2 Rink competition and the BE Top Club (at time of 

writing). We have also reached the semi-final stage of the City and County Interclub 

Competition. In addition, we are proud to have several ODBC women representing 

Gloucestershire in the John’s Trophy Team this year and teams who have qualified for the 

Fours and Triples in the BE Nationals at Leamington.   

The Ladies Captains’ Day will be held on Tuesday 18th August at 2pm where we shall play a 

little bowls and enjoy a delicious tea afterwards (bakers get ready!). Non-playing members 

are also very welcome to come along.  We will have the usual raffle and Bring and Buy Sales 

with proceeds to our nominated charity Alzheimer’s UK. There will be a theme of course as 

we know how much you all love dressing up but more details on that to follow. Please sign 

up on the Rink Diary or let either Angela or myself know if you would like attend.  

Thank you for your support and commitment to the success of the first half of the season.  

 Carolyn Bovill & Angela Greenslade 

 
 
 

Well halfway through the season and to say I'm impressed with all the lads who have 

played is an understatement                .  We are currently lying second in the table behind the 

mighty Fairford with a game in hand. The team’s fight and competitiveness is outstanding. 

Let's hope saying all this we don't shoot ourselves in the foot.          

Our aim being, to finish higher than last season's mid-table finish. 

Well done and keep fighting lads.        

Ladies Captains Report – Carolyn Bovill & Angela Greenslade 

South Cotswold League A Team – Alan Lambourne 
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Congratulations also to Rachel Winter-Alsop, Dianne Hirst, Kath Greenman & Sue Latham 
have qualified for the National Championships in the GBA County 4’s and Rachel, Annie 
Muldoon & Gill Andrews in the Triples. Both teams will play in the GBA County Finals and at 
Leamington in August 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Games are going well although we have had 3 cancelled. 2 due to rain and 1 due to extreme 

heat. 

So far this season we have won 8, lost 2 and drawn 1. We hosted Hanborough BC touring 

team, on 1st of June, and yes, we won that one too. By the time you read this we will have 

hosted Chipping Norton touring team and welcomed them back as they’ve been before. 

Games remain well oversubscribed but I do try to ensure everyone gets at least a game 

every other Wednesday. 

Thank you all that assist on the day whether it be setting out the rinks, preparing 

refreshments and manning the bar.  Without your input ‘the few’ would have much more 

to do. 

Midweek Friendlies – Geoff Cook 
 

External Comps 
 

Congratulations to Paul Bryant, 

who won the delayed final of the 

2025 GBA County Singles 

Championship. 

 

This is Paul's third time winning 

the County Singles having 

previously done so in 2005 and 

2015. 
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Saturday Manager update: 

Played 10 matches, 7 Away and 3 Home 

Won 4 Lost 4 Drawn 2 

24 Rinks Won 23 Lost 

Shots for 760 shots against 755 

73 different players used. 

As you can see, very competitive. 

As usual, mostly over-subscribed, especially for home games. Still a struggle to get players 

for the Men Only games (2). 

 

 

What an enjoyable season so far! 
 
We have played 11 games.  As usual in friendlies the score ‘does not matter’ but we have 
won them all.  Two were cancelled by the opposition. 
 
There has been a mixture of players, from the regulars to new members.  Also, several 
Olveston members have often been needed to play for the opposition which is a great help. 
 
We have been warmly welcomed by opposing teams and look forward to meeting other 
clubs over the rest of the season. 
 
Angela and Harry 
 

 

 

It still proves to be as popular as ever -   Sponsor Nights add to the excitement with the 
prospect of a bottle of wine for each player of the winning team. 
 
The beauty of club night is that if the weather is bad then you don't have to come and you 
will not be letting anyone down. 
 
As all new & more experienced players alike are aware it's a great way of meeting other 
members on & off the green. 

Club Night – Ian & Tricia Barton 
 

Saturday Friendlies – Mike Bovill 
 

Sunday Friendlies – Angela & Harry Greenslade 
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Many thanks for your continued support 
 
Tricia & Ian 
 
 
 
Not long to go now before a coachload of 38 members sets out at the beginning of 
September for a 4-day weekend of bowls centred on the Crown Hotel in Weymouth. We 
welcome some new “tourists” for this trip, and can reassure them that “what happens on 
tour stays on tour”. 
 
We will be playing on all 4 days, at Weymouth Greenhills, Dorchester and Broadstone but 
with a major new experience for this year, in that we will be having a morning AND 
afternoon game with a bowls club from Blandford. Wall-to-wall bowls with wall-to-wall 
sunshine we hope. 
 
No doubt there will be (censured) pictures published in a future edition of 2W2H. 
 

 
 
 
 
The itinerary for 2027 is complete and those with places have been informed. I still have 
the waiting list recorded so will contact you is spaces become available. Feel free to ask to 
be added to the waiting list if you are interested. I will be asking for deposits after the end 
of this year’s tour. The itinerary is as follows: 
  
Friday 3rd September: Oxford City & County 
Saturday 4th September: Solihull 
Sunday 5th September: Mystery 
Monday 6th September: Chipping Norton 
 
Coach & Hotel details will not be available until September this year. 

2026 Club Tour – Kevin Dann 
 

 

2027 Club Tour – Derek Olive 
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The season is now well underway, and your Team of Qualified Coaches has been busy 
supporting Members across all areas of the Club. 
  
Back-2-Basics Morning 
  
Our traditional Back-2-Basics session launched the season in style, with 28 members 
attending. It was a great opportunity to refresh key fundamentals, revisit what a good 
delivery looks like, and get everyone bowling again with coaches on hand to guide and 
support. 
  
5-Week Bowls Beginners Course 
  
This year’s 5-Week Bowls Beginners Course once again proved extremely popular, 
attracting 23 participants eager to learn our sport. 
  
With the Club currently at its full membership capacity of 150, many of these new bowlers 
are now on our waiting list. Encouragingly, several chose not to wait and instead joined 
neighbouring clubs to begin playing immediately: 
  
6/7 new bowlers have already signed for Bradley Stoke BC. one has joined Kingswood & 
Hanham BC and another has joined Chepstow BC – Bradley Stoke BC have been very 
grateful for the influx of players. 
  
It’s fantastic to see local clubs benefiting from our Coaching Team’s commitment to 
growing the sport. 
  
A huge thank-you to all coaches who gave up their Saturday mornings to deliver such an 
enjoyable and successful programme. 
  
Pop-Up Development Sessions 
  
The Joe & John Pop-Up Development Sessions, held on ad-hoc Friday afternoons, continue 
to be extremely well received. Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, with members 
praising the balance of fun, challenge, and targeted improvement. 
  
These sessions help players develop specific elements of their game while also introducing 
some thought-provoking ideas for competitive match play. 
  
Keep an eye on the Club Noticeboard for upcoming sessions, which are bookable via Rink 
Diary. Places are limited, but Joe and John always aim to accommodate anyone who misses 
out in a later session. 

Coaching Report – Ken Tudor 
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 Coaching Engagement So Far 
  
To date, 56 membersτan impressive 37% of the Club—have already received some form 
of coaching support this season. It’s brilliant to see so many members committed to 
improving and developing their game. 
  
Coaching Development ς WƻŜΩǎ [ŜǾŜƭ о tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
  
Joe continues to make excellent progress toward his Level 3 Coaching Qualification, 
dedicating many hours to the programme. 
  
Recent highlights include: 
  

¶ Assisting at a Bowls England U18 Talent Day at Bannister Bowls Club in Dorset, 
helping identify emerging young players from that County. 

  

¶ Being invited by Mal Evans, England’s Head Coach, to support the England U18 Trials 
at Leamington Spa on Sunday 10 June. Joe was tasked with assessing and scoring 
every bowl delivered by two pairs of U18 players throughout a full match—an 
intense and highly demanding responsibility requiring total concentration. 

  
Joe reports that while the course is challenging, he is thoroughly enjoying the experience, 
especially the opportunity to work with some of the country’s finest young talent.  
  
A Reminder to All Members 
  
If you would like to improve any aspect of your game, the Coaching Team is here to help. 
Coaching for Club Members is completely free, whether you prefer individual support or 
small-group sessions. 
  
If you need some help with your game, simply contact one of your Coaching Team: Alan 
Lambourne, Annie Muldoon, Dave Wiggall, Jean Lambourne, Joe Hardwick, John 
Smallwood, Chris Blake, and myself. 
  

  
  

Ken Tudor  
Club Coaching Co-Ordinator  
ά/ƻŀŎƘ .ƻǿƭǎέ [ŜǾŜƭ н vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 
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Despite the bad weather the club can be very proud on what we achieved in hosting the 

Bowls England Para Open Day. 

On a personal note, can I again thank you so much, every individual who came along and 

helped on the day no matter how small a task you did. Without your help the club and I 

would not have received such high praises from bowls England and the disabled players 

who attended. They too wish to thank you all, as they too had so much fun, but would like 

to re-attend when the sun is out so that they can also appreciate the club's surroundings. 

Watch this space. 

Again, this season the stroke group have been attending on a Wednesday between 10-12, 

every 2 weeks and I have some spinal injury people also wanting to attend, dates to be 

confirmed. 

Outside clubs are still sending their members to me for coaching in the use of playing with 

our aids. It's a wonderful feeling when you help keep someone playing at some level in our 

sport. 

Sadly, we have lost some members who have packed in without trying out the aids even 

though I offered to help. I believe the main reason for this is probably pride. 

On a frustrating note, as many of you are aware I'm trying to raise money for people with 

hearing difficulties and the equipment I'm aiming for costs a lot of money, £16,000. 

For the first time, I applied and got a Crowdfunding page set up, which took a lot of time 

and effort, as I 've heard that it was a good way to raise money. This ended up as a 

complete failure with very little views and no donations. 

So, it's back to the old method of applying for grants as I previously did for the bowling 

aids.   

Finally, don't forget if you want to chat and discuss the possible use of an aid just hunt me 

down at the club or phone/text me.  

Be good and happy safe bowling. 

Fruity 

Disability Bowls – Alan Lambourne 
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This month I have been asked if I could provide a handy guide for markers. 

This is available as a word document you can save to your device or print, just contact me 

at the email address at the end of this guide. 

The Markers Guide 

Preparation 

Check the competition rules and dress code for the match. 

Set up the rink: 

¶ Check the rink markers are all legal (and on the same colour) 

¶ Scoreboard 

¶ 2 metre stick 

¶ Jack and bowl ditch markers 

¶ Mats and jack 

Make sure there is a 30 Metre tape and Umpire’s kit available on the bank, plus a copy of 

the Crystal Mark Fourth Edition Laws of the Sport. 

 Preliminaries 

Introduce yourself to both players. 

Check the scorecard has both names and the name of the competition. 

Check what bowls they will to use and that you can distinguish them apart. 

Stickers are for convenience, they are not essential unless the competition’s ruling body 

requires that they be attached, but remember, there should only be ONE set of stickers 

applied to the side of each bowl. 

Supervise (or carry out) the coin toss. 

 Note: it is the Markers job to check their bowls to see that they are clearly date stamped 

for 1985 or later and all bear the same serial number [that is, they are all of one set]. 

Umpire’s Corner – Jamie Campbell 
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We are talking Club level marking but sometimes you can get a mixed set (especially if 

borrowed from the shed!) 

 What you should carry 

1. Scorecard (in a holder if you have one) 

2. Pen (or pencil if wet) 

3. Chalk to mark touchers – spray chalk is best to avoid touching the bowl. 

4. A box or string measure 

5. Some wedges – to chock leaning bowls 

6. A watch (with a second hand if possible) 

7. A coin (because the players never have one       ) 

 Trial Ends 

Trial ends are not part of the match, but whatever the winner of the toss decides to do, 

he/she must also do so for the first end of the match. 

Before you go up the rink, make sure that the players agree 

¶ You will mark touchers as they come to rest. 

¶ You may remove dead bowls from the rink. 

¶ They will allow you to reach the end of the rink before delivering the jack. 

 In the trial ends they will wish to know how long/short their delivery was. Stand level with 

the jack so that, as soon as the bowl comes to rest, you can indicate with your hands and 

tell them verbally how long or short their bowl was, then remove the bowl towards the 

ditch and repeat for each bowl of the trial ends. 

The Match 

When a player has placed the mat ensure that it is on the centre line of the rink.   

When the Jack is delivered you must centre it. 

Practise standing on the centre line as the jack comes up and walk towards it as it stops this 

will enable you to put the jack down much more accurately.  
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You are responsible for ensuring that the jack has travelled at least 23 metres from the mat 

line [the middle of the front edge of the mat]. Don’t be afraid to question the jack length. 

If the jack is delivered into the ditch, out of the rink boundary or less than 23 metres, return 

it for the opponent to deliver.  

If the opponent then improperly delivers it, the Jack is then placed 2 metres from the front 

ditch (or the ‘T’) and the original player can place the mat at any length (at least 23 metres 

from the Jack). 

Note: use the 2metre stick to set the Jack. 

Take your position a couple of metres behind the jack and to one side of it.  Stand still [and 

ignore spectators] during a delivery and if necessary, move forward to check the bowl 

position – players do not want to have to wait for a marker to saunter to the head and to 

assess it before they can answer a query about distances from the jack etc. 

You can only answer questions from the player WHO IS ABOUT TO BOWL. Be as informative 

as possible without trying to describe the whole head. 

A player may usually visit the head after playing 2 bowls and it is a courtesy for them to ask 

your permission and inform their opponent. 

When all bowls have been delivered, you will have a good idea of the result but it is up to 

the players to agree the shot score. 

If you think a measure may be needed, linger in front of the head to see if they ask you to 

make the measure. 

If you think the outcome will not be contested, walk a few paces towards the other end and 

make sure that you hear the agreed shot score.  

Announce the scores to the players and walk to the other end.  If they have left the mat on 

the green, pick it up and place it behind the bank. 

 Do not mark the card until you reach the other end and have checked the mat and set the 

Jack. You will have time to mark the card during the first delivery. 

There should be nothing on the bank.  Bottles, cloths and other items should not be visible 

from the mat end – unless they are on the centre line, by the rink number. 
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Movement of Jack and Bowls 

 A jack, driven into the ditch, remains alive – as do and touchers ending up in the ditch.  You 

should mark the position of the jack in the ditch with a white marker and any touchers in 

the ditch with a red marker.  

 Always allow objects to find their own way to the ditch NEVER CATCH A BOWL BEFORE IT 

DROPS INTO THE DITCH. 

 On rare occasions, a jack may be driven onto a bowl and bounce back towards the mat.  If 

it ends up less than 20 metres from the mat line, the end is dead and must be replayed. 

 If a bowl or Jack finishes close to the boundary, bring it to the players attention that you 

want to check that it is still live. 

 If a bowl from an adjacent rink threatens to disturb the head on your rink, be alert because 

you must stop it and then return it to either be redelivered or declared dead if it was on a 

wrong bias. 

 Measuring 

Remember you should only carry out a measure if asked, the players may want to do it 

themselves. 

 If you are asked to measure for shot, confirm which bowls are to be measured and then 

ask the players to carefully remove any that are not in contention. 

Then wedge any bowls that are not lying flat. If they do fall, you measure them as they 

now lie – you cannot stand them up again. 

Make every effort not to move the jack as you place the measure against it.  Measure to 

just touch the bowl – do not waggle the end of the measure against it. 

Always go back to the first bowl measured – to make sure you have not changed the length 

of your measure. 

DO NOT REMOVE THE BOWL YOU DECLARE AS SHOT, the players may disagree and want 

an umpire, or independent person, to adjudicate the result. 

If the measure is more than about a metre, or the jack is in the ditch, ask for assistance. 

Hand the measure to the person assisting to place it against the jack, you should always be 

at the ‘decision end’. 

Give clear instructions to them when to release the lock and where to stand and then 

repeat for each measure. 
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 End of the Match 

 When the match is over, complete the scorecard, make a note of the time on the card and 

ask each player to sign it. 

Make sure that the card goes to its correct destination, for the result to be acknowledged 

by the organising body. 

 Shake their hands and congratulate the winner.  If the bar is open, they ought to buy you 

the drink of your choice.         

Notes 

Minimum delivered Jack length – 23 metres from the mat line (centred) 

Minimum distance of a delivered bowl – 14 metres (direct measure) 

Minimum distance of a rebounded Jack – 20 metres (direct measure) 

 If you have any questions about the Laws of the Sport, please feel free to email me at 

tracy2jamie@virginmedia.com 

Jamie Campbell 

    

 

 

Lotto Bonus Ball 

 

Following on from the previously released list of winners (Weekly Update), please see below: 

 

Week 29 - 18/4/26 - No 48 Gordon Richards 

Week 30 - 25/4/26 - No 23 Annie Muldoon 

Week 31 - 2/5/26 - No 19 John Arrowsmith 

Week 32 - 9/5/26 - No 5 Gail Howells 

Week 33 - 16/5/26 - No 20 Sam Aghaei 

Week 34 - 23/5/26 - No 35 Margaret Drayton 

Week 35 - 30/5/26 - No 33 Brian Lee 

Week 36 - 6/6/26 - No 50 Susie Channon 

Week 37 - 13/6/26 - No 44 Joe Hardwick 

 

Please note, now that the Lotto has changed, as previously advised, the winning Bonus Ball 

will be taken from Round 1. 

Summer Lotto Bonus Ball – Ian & Tricia Barton 
 

 

mailto:tracy2jamie@virginmedia.com
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Please also note that this season's game will end on the 26 September, with the new season 

starting on the 3 October.  We will be asking for your payments nearer the time!  We do not 

currently have any vacancies but if you would like to be added to a waiting list for a number, 

please let us know.  The payment for the year is £52 with £30 cash being paid to the winner 

every week, the remainder of the money goes to the Club. 

 

Thanks 

 

Ian & Tricia 

 

           

On the 25th May we held our first Club Memorial Day event with 48 members playing for 
the Trevor Graham Memorial Cup. The day’s activities were well organised by Joe Hardwick 
with Trevor’s wife Jocelyn on hand to present the trophy to the eventual Winner Ted 
Mangan.  

Congratulations also to runners up Anne Mullan and Peggy Belbin.  

                      

                                                                                

Memorial Day Event 
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And finally……… 

On Saturday 4th July we had our Club Battle of the Sexes which came from a suggestion by 
Carolyn Bovill. The match was played over 15 ends with each of the 6 rinks moving in 
opposite directions every 5 ends. At the end all the winning shots were added together and 
the men came out on top 96 points to 69.  

Many thanks to all those who took part in what was a very enjoyable afternoon and to 
Carolyn for helping to organise the event. Carolyn had the pleasure of presenting the new 
trophy to Nigel who collected it on behalf of the men.   

                      

 

Battle of the Sexes 
 

 


